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BUILDING MATERIALS AND HOUSING BILL 


HE great and urgent need for housing may mean 
that some new legislation is necessary. The 
urgency of the problem, however, should not be reflected 
in hastily conceived and ill-drafted legislation. Never- 
theless, the impression one gets from a perusal of the 
Building Materials and Housing Bill is that of hustle 
rather than mature consideration. 


It is a mixture of a Bill, dealing with three entirely 
different and unrelated (or only distantly related) 
subjects. The first five clauses make provision 
for the bulk purchase by the Ministry of Works of 
building materials, equipment and components. If the 
Government purchase of building materials were some- 
thing entirely new and experimental there might be a 
case for placing a small sum of money-at the disposal of 
the Minister for the purpose of developing the experi- 
ment. If it were then shown to be successful, that 
is to say, if economies could be effected, if time could be 
saved, if Housing standards could be improved by this 
means, the sum of money at the disposal of the Minister 
might be increased from time to time. 

The Government purchase of building’ materials is, 
however, long past the experimental stage. It was tried 
25 years ago—tried and found wanting. It resulted in 
adding considerably to the cost of housing, it introduced 
long and unnecessary delays, it placed: the local author- 
ities in breach of their building contracts, and at the 
end of the day a Select Committee on National Expendi- 
ture reported that it had cost the country some millions 
of money without achieving any useful purpose. 


The Department then established to purchase building 
materials and supply them through the local authorities 
to their building contractors was known as the D.B.M.S. 
(the Directorate of Building Materials Supply). Before 
long it became known as the D. B. Mess, a name that 
adhered throughout the whole time of its operations. 
And no wonder. Either the Government’s memories 
are short or its members had no association with local 
authority housing during the period of the activities of 
the D.B.M.S.. We have had occasion to refer frequently 
in recent issues to this period of confusion and at the 
moment need say no more than that, while the Govern- 
ment purchase of materials lasted, house production was 
at a minimum and costs at a maximum. Whenever the 
D.B.M.S. was liquidated costs came tumbling down and 
the number of houses built greatly increased. 


The present Bill deals also with the purchasé of 
structures ready for erection, and contemplates that 
the cost of these may “ substantially exceed the cost of 
constructing houses of a similar size by traditional 
methods.” There is a lack of definition of the term 


“traditional methods,” which frequently worries the 
editors of technical newspapers. The draftsmen of this 
~ Bill must have experienced the same difficulty, because 
they leave the term undefined. In circumstances where 
these prefabricated houses cost more than traditional 
building, the prices therefor may be fixed “ otherwise 
than by reference to their cost,” Another Minister, 
the Minister of Health, is authorised to provide out of 
moneys made available by Parliament sums to ensure 
the solvency of the Building Materials and Housing 
Fund to be established under this Bill. Therefore, 
Parliamentary watchdogs will have to keep an eye on 
more than one doorway through which public funds may 
be poured out and the actual cost of houses to the 
nation, whether out of one national fund or another or 
out of local rates, will be very difficult to assess. It 
therefore becomes more than ever necessary that there 
should be some theans of comparison between the cost 
of housing as thus provided and that at which traditional 
houses can be provided by prudent business men. 
Licences for the building of houses by private enterprise 
should, therefore, be issued in increasing numbers. : 

Two other matters are dealt with in the Bill. Clause 6 
raises the limit of advance under the Small Dwellings 
Acquisition Acts from £800 to £1,200. There can be 
no objection to this course except that the limit of 
£1,200 is somewhat arbitrarily fixed. . Thé Minister of 
Health must be finding that the total cost of houses 
at present provided by local authorities, including 
land, roads and services, is likely to be considerably in 
excess of this figure. It is, we are aware, the limit for 
which licences may be issued to private enterprise. But 
having regard to the costs of local authority housing, 
this licence limit may have heen fixed too low. High 
as the local authorities’ costs may have been shown to 
be up to the present time, these costs are likely to be 
considerably increased as the’ result of the issue of 
Circular 200/45 by the Ministry of Health. This 
circular raises the minimum permitted size of houses 
of 800 to 900 ft. super up to 950 ft. super, and calls 
for the provision of a second water-closet in all houses 
having three or more bedrooms. As many plans for 
houses slightly smaller than this new limit will already 
have been prepared and in many cases approved by the 
local authorities, it is to be hoped that the considerable 
preparatory work thereby involved will not be rendered 
useless and further delays incurred in preparing houses 
of the new dimensions. 

Clause 7 limits for a period of four years the price at 
which houses that may be provided by private enterprise 
under licence may be resold or ‘re-let. This would 
appear to be an entirely laudable purpose. : 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


City Planning Appointments. 

Mr. Suxin, Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, in a written reply in 
the House of Commons, states that the 
Corporation of the City of London inform 
him that they desire to appoint Dr. 
Charles Holden and Professor W. G. Hol- 
ford as their consultants to advise the City 
of London on its plan. ‘‘ These distin- 
guished experts,’ adds the Minister, 
“have been icularly concerned with 
problems of the reconstruction of central 
areas. As Professor Holford, who occupies 
a high post in the Ministry of Town and 
Country “gy nag och temporary capacity, 
‘also holds the ir of Civic Design in 
Liverpool University, I have been in com- 
munication with the Vice-Chancellor, who 
has agreed that Professor Holford may be 
made available to act jointly with Dr. 
Holden in this most important matter.”’ 


Mr. Bevan’s Regional Housing Con- 
ferences. 

Tue Minister of Health, Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan, is to visit as many as possible of 
the Regions in re, wae and Wales durin 
the next few months for conferences wit 
local housing authorities. In this way 
he will meet representatives of local 
authorities in all parts of the country, 
and discuss the housing programme and 
ways of speeding up progress. The first 
of these conferences was on Friday after- 
noon, November 23, at Reading, where 
Mr. Bevan had discussions with the local 
authorities of Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. In Cardiff, on Satur- 
day, he met representatives of authorities 
in the counties of Monmouth, Glamorgan, 
Carmarthen, Pembroke, Cardigan, Breck- 
nock and Radnor. 

The Minister will visit Birmingham on 
December 7 for a conference with about 
500 representatives of the 121 housing 
authorities in Staffordshire, Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire, Herefordshire and Shrop- 
shire. This will be followed next day by 
a similar meeting at Nottingham, repre- 
senting all authorities in the counties of 
Lincoln, Nottingham, Derby, Leicester, 
Rutland and Northampton. 


Regional Plan for South Wales. 

Me. L. Sux, Minister of Town 
and Country Planning, has appointed Mr. 
T. Alwyn Lioyd, F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
Herbert Jackson, F.R.I.B.A., to prepare a 
co-ordinated outline provisional plan for 
the South Wales and Monmouthshire De- 
velopment Area (with the exception of the 
borough of Pembroke). The plan will be 
prepared in the light of the Distribution 
of Industry Act, which enables the Govern- 
ment to assist in providing basic services, 
including transport, power, housing, and 
health services. 


Central Committee on Estate 
Management. 

Mr. Lewis Sixin, Minister of Town 
- and Country Planning, has appointed Mr.: 
D. M. Lawrance, B.Sc., F.S.I., Barrister- 
at-Law, to serve on the Central Committee 
on Estate Development and Management. 
The new Secretary of the Committee is 
Mr. Myles Wright, A.R.I.B.A. 


Sir John Cass School of Arts and Crafts. 
Mr,, Barysrmce Copnart, M.B.E., 
sculptor and painter, has been appointed, 
on the retirement of Mr. Milner Gray, to 
the headmastership of the Sir John Cass 
School of Artsiand Crafts, Jewry Street, 
E.C.3. In addition to the normal evenin 
classes in arts and crafts, the school wi 
also provide day classes in fine art, in- 
dustrial design and commercial art, on 
three days a week as from November 12. 
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* South-Eastern Society of Architects. 

Mr, 8. H. Lowern, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., 
Architect to the Kent County Council, has 
been appointed by the South-Eastern 
Society of Architects a jVice-President, 
Chairman of the Tunbridge Wells Chapter, 
and Chairman of the ucation Com- 
mittee, and Mr. Edgar Bunce, A.R.I.B.A., 
Honorary Secretary of the Education Com- 
mittee. 


Durham University Chair of Planning. 

Mr. J. S. Atten, head of Leeds School 
of Architecture and vice-principal of the 
College of Art, has accepted appointment 
to the newly created chair of Town and 
Country Planning at Durham University, 
where a five-yedr degree course in plan- 
ning has been established. 


Architectural Students’ Association. 

Tue Architectural Students’ Association 
will hold its Annual Congress in Liver- 
pool from December 17 to a. The official 
opening, by the Lord Mayor of Liverpool, 
Alderman Luke Hogan, at the Students’ 
Union, will be followed by a reception. 

Commencing with the No. 3 1945 issue. 
** Plan,” the journal of the Architectural 
Students’ Association, is being published 
irom the School of Architecture, 26, Aber- 





COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, December 1. 
InstiITUTe OF QuANTITY Surveyors (Midlands 


Branch). Address by Mr. W. T. Creswell, K.C. 
The White Horse Hotel, Congreve-street, Bir- 
mingham. 2.30 p.m. 


M y, December 3. 

CuarTereD Surveyors’ Instirution. Mr. John 
W. Laing on “‘ Modern Methods of House Build- 
ing and Conversion of Existing Houses.” 12. 
Great George-street, 8.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 


Tuesday, December 4. 
Institution oF CrviL Enoingers. Mr. G. A. 
Maunsell on “ Menai Bridge Reonstruction.” 
Great George-street, 8.W.1. .5.30 p.m. 


Wednesday, December 5. 
ARCHITECTURAL Science Boarp. Messrs, J. Law- 
rance and L. A. Jordan on “ Painting: An Ex- 
pomsod of M.O.W. Study Report No. 5.” 66, 
ortland-place, W.1. 5.45 p.m. * 
1.A.A.8. Lord Horder on “ Sound Insulation.” 
75, Eaton-place, 8.W.1. 6.30 p.m. 


sday, December 6. 

Town AND CoUNTRY Piannina Association. Mr. 
Gilliam Harrison, F.R.LB.A., on “Heating th 
Family Home.’ 28,  King-street, W.C.2, 
1,15 p.m. (buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 


A Friday, December 7. 
Hovse-BvILDING Txpusrems Stanpixc  Com- 
MITTEE. Exhibition of House Plans and Models 
Art Gallery, New-street, Birimingham (open till 
December | 22). 


Saturday, ber 8. 
EcciesiovocicaL Society. Mrs. Hatley on “ The 


Native Element in Church ince Within the 
Fields of the London Missionary Society.” St. 
Martin’s School of Art, W.C.2. 3 p.m. 
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cromby-square, Liverpool, 7... Correspond- 
ence should be.sent to the Editor at the 
new address. . 


“Bucks County Architect. 


Bucks C.C, invite Are from 
Fellow or Associate Members of the 
R.1.B.A. for post of County Architect. 
Salary £1,250 per annum, rising to £1,500, 
plus bonus, travelling and subsistence 
allowance. Previous local government 
experience essential. Details advertised 
elsewhere in this issue. 


Borough Engineer’s Retirement. 

Me. Cecu, Gorman, Borough Engineer 
at Middlesbrough since 1936, has tendered 
his resignation on account of ill-health, 
Mr. Gorman joined Middlesbrough Cor. 
poration Surveyor’s Department ears 

Mr: John A. Keynon, of Keighley, 
Yorks, has been appointed in his place. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr.:C, E. Pearson, F.R.1.B.A., having 
been released from military service, is 
resuming the practice of C. B. Pearson 
and Son, 18, Dalton-square, Lancaster 
(Telephone : Lancaster 582), and would be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc. 

Mr. Winton Newman, F.R.I.B.A., on 
medical advice, is to cease active practice 
and will retire from the firm of H, V. 
Ashley and Winton Newman on Novenm- 
ber 30. From that date the practice will 
be carried on by Mr. H. Fitzroy Robinson, 
B.A. (Arch.), A.R.I.B.A., under the same 
style and title and at the same address, 
3. Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, London, 
‘W.C.1. Mr. Robinson will have the assist- 
ance of Mr. H. H. Bull, who. will con- 
tinue as manager as heretofore, whilst 
Mr. Winton Newman will be available in 
a consultative capacity as and when his 
health permits. 

Mr. Eustace L, Haynes, F.LA.A, 
architect and surveyor, has taken into 
partnershi Mr. Leonard Carpenter, 
A.R.1.B.A. The practice will be continued 
at 123-4, Newgate Street, London, E.C.1 
(Telephone : Monarch 2901), under the 
title of Haynes and Carpenter. ; 

Mr. W. H. Hutcarson, F.S.1., until 
lately associated with Messrs, Higgins 
and Partners, chartered ——* sul- 
veyors, of Eagle House, Jermyn-street, 
8.W.1 has now commenced practice on 
his own account at 66, Victoria-street, 
Westminster, §.W.1.. ‘Telephone, Vic: 
toria 5334. ~ 
THE title of Messrs. S. Cym Jones and 
Arnold, architects, surveyors and_ land 
agents, of Great Western Chambers, Neath, 
Glam., is being charged to Jonan ARNOLD 
AND SmitH, the partners remaining the 
same. Mr. Jonah Arnold, 0.B.E., J.P., is 
High Sheriff of Glamorgan this year. 

ssrs. Victor. KERR AND COLBOURN, 
chartered architects and. surveyors, an- 
nounce that, having been released from 
the Services, they have resumed personal 
control of the practice from their locum 
and would be glad to receive trade cata- 
logues and information. -Their new 
address is 7, Bedford Row, W.C.1.  Tele- 
phone: Chancery 7611. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
, Saturday, November 29, 1845. 


THe Manvracture or Gas.—I perceive 
by notices in the daily papers that it is 
proposed to establish extensive works for 
the manufacture of coal gas. }.. The 
advantages of gas are too apparent even 
to doubt but what its use will continue 
general, both for illuminating and 
culinary use.—From a letter. 

The writer of the letter could hardly have 
foreseen that a century later some London streets 
would be plunged into darkness and many 
housewives into despair by the strike last week- 
end among G.L. and ©. employees. 
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THE BANDSTAND. Below: STAGE SETTING. 


“ LYCEUM THEATRE 
REMODELLED AS DANCE HALL 


The Lyceum Theatre was erected in 1831-4 
from the designs of Samuel Beazley. For many 
years the ‘‘home”’ of Henry Irving, it was 
enlarged by C. J. Phipps in 1891 and recon- 
structed internally as a music-hall in 1904 by 
Bertie Crewe. Now it has been converted into 
a dance-hall by ‘‘ Mecca Dancing ’”’ and their 
specialists. 

The ballroom floor covers most of the old 
stage, and is brought forward over the orchestra 
pit to meet the floor of the stalls near the line 
of the dress circle. It is carried on Morrison 
shelters, covered felt, and interlocking parquet 
squares. 

The dress circle itself has become a spacious 
café, levelled in wide tiers, each accommodating 
tables and chairs, with a wide passage for ser- 
vice, and has a pleasant view of the stage and 
dance floor. 

Excellent work has been put into a very effec- 
tive bandstand and general stage setting de- 
signed by Mr. Edward Forde. Harmony is 
achieved in carrying the atmosphere ‘of the 
ornate auditorium, boxes and _ proscenium 
through to back stage. A painted ceiling, from 
which canopied drapes drop to a lighting eor- 
nice, supported by a colonnade of classic 
columns, tasselled and fringed pelmets, spark- 
ling crystal chandeliers, deep wine-coloured’ 
drapings as a background, all contribute to a 
very effective ensemble. 

Mention must be made of the work of Mr. 
Croxford for the admirable lighting effects and 
novel music-stands. 
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L.C.C. HOUSING 


NEW TYPES OF HOUSES 
AND FLATS "8% 


Tue Housing and Public Health 
Committee. has had under review the 
types of houses and flats hitherto 
erected on the Council’s estates and 
has had prepared new type plans 
which it is proposed to adopt as stan- 
dard types for future developments. In 
considering the new types the Com- 
mittee has borne in mind the recom- 
mendations in the Housing Manual, 
1944, published by the Ministries of 
Health and Works, which is based on 
the reports of various sub-committees 
of the Central Housing Advisory Com- 
mittee of the Ministry of Health. 


HOUSES 


Aécommodation on the Council’s 
cottage estates has hitherto been pro- 
vided in 12 different types of dwelling 
varying from one- and two-room flats 
to five-room houses. Experience has 
shown that, all needs can be met with 
seven types (P. 1 to 5 and L.P. 4 and 
5),,\which it is proposed to adopt in 
future. At estates where development 
was commenced before the war, the 
houses still to be erected will be of the 
types already approved so as to avoid 
interfering with the progress’ of the 
work. The Committee has, however, 
arranged for the incorporation in these 
houses of various improvements, 
including improved kitchen fittings, 
with space for refrigerator, gas or elec- 
tri¢ copper in place of solid-fuel copper, 
3.8.1. standard dresser and kitchen 
fittings in place of the present stan- 
dard dresser, and additional cupboard 
accommodation. Similar improvements 
will be included in the new type 
houses, together with -constant hot- 
water supply from slow-combustion 
stoves, as proposed for the new type 
flats, B.S.I. standard baths and lava- 
tory basins, gas or electric fires in 
place of open fires in first bedrooms, 
outside store where needed, fuel and 
tool stores within the structure; addi- 
tional electric plug points, a point for 
a gas poker, and space for a perambu- 
lator. Plumbing in the houses will be 
contained in enclosed ducts, water- 
tanks and pipe-runs in roof spaces will 
be lagged, and rising mains will be 
taken up within the buildings away 
from external walls and eaves. Bath- 


rooms will be provided on the upper ” 


floor. instead of on the ground floor as 
in some pre-war types. 

Type P.I. is a bungalow dwelling 
suitable for aged persons. This con- 
tains a special sitting bath in an alcove 
off the kitchen, thus enabling advaf- 
tage to be taken of the warmth from 
this room. 

Type P.2 comprises two-storey blocks 
of flats planned in units of four, the 
two upper flats being served by a 
central staircase, whereas-in the exist- 
ing type independent staircases are 
provided io the end flats. Combination 
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of the water-closet and bathroom per- 
mits a more convenient arrangement 
of the kitchen and living-rooms, with 
all rooms opening off a central hall, 
lighted and ventilated directly to the 
outer air. Each flat will be provided 
with garden space. 

Types P.3 and P.4 are two-storey 
houses containing living-room and two 
bedrooms and living-room and three 
bedrooms respectively. These houses 
will take the place of the 8.3 (normal), 
S.3 (small), S.4 (normal), S.4 (small), 
8.10 and 8.14 types erected before the 
war. The general planning is ee 
and the superficial area slightly in- 
creased. 

Type P.5, containing three bedrooms 
and a parlour, will replace the 8.1 and 
B.4 pre-war types. It is of a greater 
superficial aréa than types P.3 and P.4, 
as it is intended for the larger families. 

Type L.P.4, containing living-room 
and three bedrooms, and type L.P.5, 
containing living-room, three bedrooms 
and a parlour, are similar to types P.3, 
4 and 5, but are of larger superficial 
areas. They provide for either a large 
through living-rooom (L.P.4) or a 
smaller living-room with separate 
parlour (L.P.5). 


BLOCK DWELLINGS 
The pre-war flats on block- agubure- 


estates of the Council comprised mainly 
five types known as the 1938 
and (4) and 1936 types. 


f), (2), @) 
The —_ 1934 





types were balcony access flats built in 
four or five storeys without lifts, and the 
variations between the types were slight. 
Types (1) and (3) contained facilities for 
heating water for laundry purposes in the 
kitchens, with common drying rooms 
generally on alternate floors; types (2) 
and (4) contained no,laundry facilities 
within the flats, but a separate wash-house 
was provided for every three flats; and 
the 1936 flat was a staircase-access type 
with superior finishings. 

To avoid interfering with the progress 
of work on the Council’s housing pro- 
gramme for the first post-war year, the 
block dwellings built in that programme 
will be of the types already appreved, 
but it has been arranged to incorporate 
in these dwellings various improvements, 
including rearranged and improved kit- 
chen fittings with space for refrigerator, 
gas or electric copper in place of solid 
fuel copper, and additional cupboard 
accommodation. 

The new types will be four in number, 
namely : balcony access type (P.B.) ; stair- 
case access type (P.S.); four-storey super- 
imposed maisonettes (P.M.); and three- 
storey blocks, comprising maisonettes on 
the two lower floors with flats over (P.C:). 
All these types will, besides improvements 
as indicated above, be provided with 
constant hot water from slow-combustion 
stoves (with electric immersion heaters to 
afford a supply of hot water in the 
summer months) in place of multi-point 
water heaters in kitchens and open-fires 
in living-rooms, B.S.I. standard dressers 
and kitchen cupboards in place ‘of the 
present standard dressers, gas or electric 
fires in place of. open fires in first bed- 
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¢ 
rooms, additional electric plug points, and 
a point for a gas poker. Additional 
perambulator sheds will also be provided. 
Pipe runs in roof spaces, rising mains. in 
staircases and pipe runs, to water-waste 
preventers will be lagged. j 

In types P.B. and P.S,, the sizes of the 
living-rooms will be varied in accordance 
with the size of the dwelling so as to give 
more living-room accommodation for the 
larger families, Drying rooms will be pro- 
vided off the balconies at each level in the 
P.B. type and on alternate floors in the 
P.S. type. Sanitary and plumbing ser- 
vices will be in enclosed ducts, and lifts 
will be provided in five-storey blocks, The 
Committee proposes to, consider the provi- 
sion of coal-hoists in four-storey blocks in 
connection with the proposals for ,the de- 
velopment of individual estates. 

The chief advantage of the P.M. type 
is that it will enable tenants to enjoy 
accommodation and privacy of occupation 
similar to that afforded by two-storey 
houses, a fact which is specially_appreci- 
ated by families with children. . The 
accommodation is equivalent to that in 
three-, four- or five-room houses, and, with 
suitable site conditions, gardens can be 
provided as an amenity for this type. 

The P.C. type will permit the erection 
of a number of houses ‘with gardens in 
urban developments where this might not 
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otherwise be possible because com 
tively high densities are required. : 
maisonettes are comparable with three-, ings.” 










four- and five-room houses, while the flats 
he over comprise two- and four-room dwell- 
Sun balconies can be provided to 
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the four-room flats, perambulator stores 
for the flats are provided at ground-floor 
level, and a drying room is provided at 


flat level. 
GENERAL ; 


In its report (which was adopted by 
the Council) the Committee adds: ‘* To 
meet the increased cost of the new 
types of dwellings, and in recognition 
of the improvements anfl amenities 
proposed, it is estimated that’, on 1938- 
19389 prices, the net rents of block 
dwellings of the new types will exceed 
those of .the present types by from 
ls. 3d. to 4s. a week. Assuming that 
post-war costs will be 80 per. cent. 
above those of 1938-39, further increases 
of about 2s. a week for the average 
three-room flat or 3s. a week for a 
four-room flat will be necessary unless 
additional subsidies are forthcoming. 
The additional cost! of the improve- 
ments is not so substantial in the case 
of houses, and the comparable esti- 
mated increases in the net rents vary 
from 1s, 6d. to 2s. a week based on 1938- 
1939 prices, with an additional 1s: 6d. 
a week, on the assumption that post- 
war prices will be increased by 80 per 
cent. 

‘The planning and amenities of the 
new types of dwellings will be reviewed 
in the light of experience, and in accor- 
dance with normal practice we shall 
consider jn the development of each 
estate the type or types of the standard 
plans to be adopted, with any necessary 
minor modifications. Our proposals, 
indicating in each case the types to be 
employed, will be submitted to the 
Council with the requisite recommen- 
dations for approval of the estimates of 
cost.” 


. COMPETITION NEWS 


Housing Disabled Ex-Servicemen. 

Mr. A. G. Henperson, A.R.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., assessor, has'made his award 
in the open competition organised by the 
Thistle Foundation for designs for build- 
ings for housing and treatment of severely 
disabled ex-Service Scottish officers and 
men, proposed ‘to be erected at Niddrie 
Mains-road, Edinburgh. The buildings 
include a small chapel and a reading- 
room. The award is :— 

ist, No. 32 (Mr. Stuart R. Matthew, 
A.R.1.B.A., ‘2, St.. Andrew-square Edin- 
burgh). . 

2nd, No. 23 (Messrs. G. Hamilton Gould, 
A.R.I.B.A., and Bevil Greenfield, 1, 
Bloomsbury-square, London). 

3rd, No. 4 (Mr. John Needham, 
Dip. Arch., A.R.I.B.A., 315, Kingsway, 
Downfield, Dundee). 


The following designs are commended 
‘as having points of special interest and 
merit ” :— 

No. 30 (Mr. John P._ Tingay, 
A.R.I.B.A., ‘‘ Hurstead,’’ Cheney-street, 
Eastcote, Middlesex), and No. 12 (W/O 
Christopher Pearce, R.E., and W/0 
Robert Slater, R.E., Engineers’ Branch, 
H:Q., Paiforce). 

An exhibition of all the designs sub- 
mitted will be held in the Royal Scottish 
Academy, Princes-street, | Edinburgh, 
from December 1 to December 16 inclu- 
sive, between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. on weekdays, and 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
on Sundays. Admission is free;.36 sete 
of drawings were received. 
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‘HISTORICAL MONUMENTS 
AND THE WAR 


A CORRESPONDENT writes : The pangs of 
war have borne hardly on the people of 
Europe in mind, spirit and ‘body, and 
the manner in which rehabilitation is made 
may well be the deciding factor in de- 
termining whether the wounded peoples of 
Europe are to regain their souls no less 
than their homes or be submerged in a 
wave of anti-social bitterness which will 
set back for some generations to eome 
any forward work for civilisation. Much 
is being done for Europe in the material 
things—food, medical care and shelter— 
though the winter ahead ‘will show up the 
gaps, largely unavoidable, in relief work. 


But in so far as the spirit as well as the 
bodies of those in the war areas are in 
* need of succour, it is good to think that 
forethought was given to the preservation 
of the concrete expressions of history 
which—as John Hersey has so well sym- 
bolised—mean as much even as bread to 
broken peoples. Sir Leonard Woolley 
described to the R.I.B,A. on November 
13, in his lecture, ‘‘ The Preservation of 
Historical Architecture in the War Zones,” 
the work of that branch ci the Army 
Staff created to deal with the protection 
of monuments, fine arts and archives. 
Essentially Anglo-American, the organisa- 
tion was preceded by the unilateral 
British act of appointing individual 
officers for safeguarding the archeological 
interests of North Africa. 


For the staff, architects having a special 
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knowledge of the architecture of ancient 
Rome, of Italy or of France, were selected 
through the help of the R.LB.A. At the 
beginning it was realised that these archi- 
tects by themselves could not attain their 
object. The protection of ancient monu- 
ments had clearly to be an army responsi- 
bility. and the basis of the organisation 
was General Eisenhower’s special order to 
his subordinates, supplemented by lists of 
monuments whose protection was de- 
manded of the troops. 

How did the scheme work? Naturally, 
there were failures, said Sir Leonard 
Woolley, notably the Church of Sta. 
Chiara at Naples, where the protective 





sures th lves caught fire and the 
heat calcined the monuments which 
Damage, 


they were supposed to protect. 
particularly ty air bombing, was inevi- 
tably done, in spite of careful briefing of 
the aircrews (a notable example was the 
stick of bombs which fell on the Eremitani 
Church at Padua) but there were in- 
numerable cases where the safety of monu- 
ments was secured by the deliberate action 
of the Allied armies. Among many 
examples were the Cathedrals at Caen. 
Coutances and Aachen, and the church at 
Hoogstraten (which the Germans later 
mined and blew up). - 


The conservation of buildings, once in 
our hands, was done where possible in 
pment ty with the municipal authori- 
ties or the local inspector of antiques, and 
detailed projects, with estimates, drawn 
out. Execution, in Italy, at Italian ex- 
pense, was entrusted to the Italians under 
Allied supervision. Sir Leonard described 

( 
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and illustrated many examples where work 
was done. Preservation work also in- 
cluded precautions against damage at the 
hands of our own ple. 

The list of historic monuments given by 
Sir Leonard shows, however, the vast ex- 
tent of civilisation’s loss. France, per- 
haps, has come off best, for of the 25 
buildings listed by the French as essential 
to the history of French art, only one, 
Rouen Cathedral, has suffered serious 
damage. In ay wend, of 210  listea 
buildings, some are described as de- 
stroyed, badly damaged or gutted. As for 
Italy, 488 of 792 buildings listed in Tus- 
cany, perhaps the hardest hit of all the 
regions, are intact, and of the remainder 
72 are described as destroyed or seriously 
damaged. Baroque architecture, not 
unnaturally, has suffered most, though in 
at least one case—a church in Palermo— 
the baroque facade has fallen away and 
the whole building can be restored to its 
original Romanesque form. In Greece 
the great classical monuments have come 
through - practically unscathed and no 
major building, the Acropolis included. 
has suffered at all. 

Sir Leonard ended. a notable address by 
paying a tribute to the fighting men. He 
said: ‘‘If the historic monuments of 
Europe have suffered far-less than might 
have been expected: when the intensity of 
the fighting, the terrible effectiveness of 
modern explosives and the” difficulties. 
especially for night bombing, of pin-point 
accuracy are considered, then it is not to 
the smal] band of expert advisers that our 
main thanks are due but to all ranks of 
the Allied armies.’’ 
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BLOCK DWELLINGS—TYPE P.C., 3-STOREY BLOCKS, COMPRISING MAISONETTES ON TWO LOWER FLOORS WITH 
FLATS OVER. (Plan above is of flats; maisonette plans are as ground- and first-floors reproduced below.) 











THIRD. FLOOR. PLARK. 
























































Le LR ug LR P| 
1 | 

Gf am 4 Waa go 

KOR k Ka Re i 

ss od 5 























SECOND FLOOR PLAN | , 





“FIRST FLOOR PLAN 





















































GROUND FLOOR PLAN 


i% s o 10 2 30 « So Fenn 
= 




















L.C.¢. BLOCK DWELLINGS—TYPE P.M., 4-STOREY SUPERIMPOSED MAISONETTES. 





436 


_ CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whils 
sionai 
it must be understood 
endorse the remarks of 
oblige ble 4 
as possible. 


lish letters on profes- 
interest to our readers, 
that we do not er 
corres ts, who will 
they will express their views as briefly 


we are glad to 


t 
and other matter o. 


Public Architectural Appointments. 

To rue Eprror or The Builder. 

’ §$re,—In his letter published in your 
issue of November 23, the Secretary of the 
Incorporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors ‘states: ‘‘ Incidentally, I am 
advised that an architect who obtains the 
title ‘A.R.I.B.A.’ may continue to use 
those letters even though he ceases mem- 
bership of that, body or refuses to contri- 
bute to its funds.’’ This is not correct. 
A member of the Royal Institute is only 
entitled to use the affix appropriate to his 
Class and the designation ‘‘ Chartered 
Architect ’’ while he is a member and 
continues to pay his subscriptions. 

If Major Athoe is aware of cases of ex- 
members continuing to use their R.I.B.A. 
affixes and will let me have particulars, 
they will be dealt with. 


C. D. Sprace, Secretary, R.1.B.A. 
London, W.1. 


Architectural Salaries. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—I am very glad to see from 
‘* Lancastrian’s’”’ letter, in your issue of 
November 16, that he supports the action 
taken at the Architects’ Registration 
Council by the representatives of the 
I.A.A.8. in the very important matter of 

uality of consideration for advertised 
official architectural appointments. 


I agree also with your correspondent 
that it is more than time that all archi- 
tects (who by law are compulsorily 
registered) should join in concerted action 
to remedy a system under which so many 
of them are unjustly penalised. Archi- 
tects must away with apathy at once and 
assert, their rights without delay. 


L. A. F. IRevanp. 
London, N.W.3. 


** Building Costs.” 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 


Sm,—May I say a word or two in appre- 
ciation of the excellent article on ‘‘ Build- 
ing Costs,’’ appearing in your issue dated 
October 26? 

Instances have already come to my notice 
of private firms of builders being prepared 
to erect traditional houses for sale on their 
own land at a sale price to the general 
public, inclusive of road charges, less. than 
the cost at which the local authority is 
anticipating erecting houses exclusive of 
road charges and cost of land. And this 
apparent enigma is not caused by vital dif- 
ferences in specification. If this is the 
position at the present time, how much 
more so when additional labour becomes 
available? 


The. majority of speculative builders 
have nothing with which to reproach them- 
selves, as compared with local authorities 
engaged on house building during the 
inter-war period. The National House 
Builders’ Regintestion Council is an addi- 
tional safeguard to the public that an ade- 
quate standard of construction will be in- 
sisted upon. It is as well to remember that 
the Council owes its formation not to any 
Government Department, but to the enter- 
prise of private builders.. Accordingly, Mr. 
Cordery’s remarks, in your issue dated 
November 16, are, in my opinion, quite out 
of place, and not in accordance with facts. 


; E. G. Fis. 
Spalding, Lincs. 


, own 
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RESPONSIBILITY FOR L.C.C.. 


HOUSING WORK 
R.I.B.A. AND A.B.T. PROTEST 


Tue following letter has been sent to the 
Editor of The Times by the President of 
the R.L.B.A. :— 

Smr,s-My Council has learnt. with 
dismay that the London County Council 
is considering the transfer of the major 
responsibility for the housing work of the 
Council from the Architect’s Department 
to that of the Valuer. 

I understand it is proposed that the 
Architect's Department will prepare stan- 
dard plans for houses and flats, which will 
then bé handed to the Valuer, who will be 
responsible not only for acquiring sites, 
as at present, but also for laying out the 
estates, presumably fitting the standard 
plans on to them as well as he can. This 
is the very negation of good architectural 

ractice and cannot be too strongly con- 

emned. 

The reputation of the Architect’s De- 
partment of the London County Council is 
second to none, and their housing work has 
set a very high standard. Should this 
proposal be adopted it would be a retro- 
grade step and contrary to the constantly 
reiterated advice of successive Ministers of 
Health to Housing Authorities to entrust 
their housing work to architects. It is 
true that the present Valuer possesses an 
architectural qualification in addition to 
those which a valuer should have, but this 
does not alter the principle that housing, 
as an important field of architectural work, 
should be wholly under the control of the 
Architect and not another official. Cer- 
tainly it should not be divided in the way 
proposed. 

The Royal Institute wrote to the Clerk 
to the County Council asking if the Civil 
Defence and General Purposes Committee 
would receive a joint deputation from the 
Royal Institute and the Association of 
Building Technicians. This request has 
been refused. I therefore feel that this 
matter ought now to be discussed publicly 
before it is too late. 

‘ Percy THomas, 
President, Royal Institute of British 
Architects. 


USE! OF HOUSES AS 
OFFICES BANNED 


UNDER a new Defence Regulation, 68CA, 
which is now in force, houses and flats 
cannot be used-for non-residential pur- 
poses, such as offices, unless consent has 
first been given by the local authority. 
The Minister of Health has notified local 
authorities that the restriction applies 
to any housing accommodation which has 
been used for residential purposes since 
December 31, 1938, even though its use 
may have changed since that date. Where 
a change has taken place, however, its 
current use by the present user is pro- 
tected until a change is proposed. The 
term ‘residential purposes” covers 
hotels, hostels, eogee| houses, and 
lodging houses, as well as. ordinary 
houses or flats. 

There is a right of appeal within a 
period of-28 days to the Minister of Health 
against the decision of a local authority. 
Penalties for failure to comply with the 
provisions of the regulation include, on 
summary conviction, up to. three months’ 
imprisonment or/and a fine of £100; and, 
on conviction on indictment, up to two 
years’ imprisonment or/and a fine of 


The regulation does not prevent a 
person living in a house or flat or other 
residential building from carrying on his 
business or profession in the 
building. 


y 
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MANCHESTER SOCIETY» OF 


ARCHITECTS 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


Mr. J. §. Beaumont, M.C., B.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., in giving his presidential 
address to the Manchester Society of 
Architects on November 15, said that the 
limelight was turned at present upon the 
housing problem, but the problems which 
faced the families occupying the ‘! Hous- 
ing Manual’ type of ‘house prevailed 
equally amongst those whose calling and 
position demand a more expensive home, 
but no encouragement had been given to 
the latter so far to provide space for their 
furniture, stored in the overloaded deposi- 
tories. In fact, consideration of all the 
various items which had to be manufac- 
tured to turn the empty shell of a house 
into a home, embracing almost every trade 
and manufacture in this country, and the 
feeding, clothing, education and enter-. 
tainment of the people, showed the im- 
possibility of concentrating for any 
lengthy period on only one need of our 
very intricate civilisation, 

-““ However -long this period may be,”’ 
said the President, ‘‘its end will not be 
clearly defined. In many cases it will 
merge into the second phase. The parrot 
cry of ‘no luxury buildings’ until all the 
people are housed cannot ring true, if by 
luxury is meant provision for relaxation 
and entertainment for physical and mental 
health, and although many good ideas may 
be born in it, I believe that this period 
should be looked upon as temporary only, 
and that it should not set a standard of 
design and construction for the full pro- 
gramme of reconstruction.” 


A Warning to Architects. 

The scarcity of skilled men in the build- 
ing trade threw back more than ever on 
to the architect: the responsibility of de- 
fining his ideas in a simple manner, im- 
possible of misinterpretation ‘even in the 
most minute detail, and therefore draw- 
ings and instructions would have to be 
thoroughly thought out and made very 
clear. Little reliance could be placed at 
first upon foremen to suggest means of 
overcoming unforeseen difficulties. 

Constant supervision of works in pro- 
gress would be required, ‘and tolerance and 
encouragement would have to be extended 
to both architects and others in the build- 
ing trade, until experience had. been 
gained and regained, but the value of the 
training during this period could only be 
secured if architects recognised that good 
work was essential, and insisted upon it 
being carried out truly and. well. 

Speaking on the subjeet of zsthetics, the 
President said that architects could not 
create for themselves a reputation simply 
by being assemblers of units of engineer- 
ing technicalities. The engineers could do 
that better; but architects must know the 
optical effect of various forms on the 
mind, and must satisfy the mental pro- 
cesses through the manner in which they 
presented the appearance of the various 
buildings, inside and out, each to its suit- 
ability ; otherwise, the architect’s contri- 
bution to mankind disappeared. First 
among the steps that should be taken to 
fulfil that aim was to secure unity in the 
profession, and by that he meant unity of 
purpose, not just a dull, unprogressive 
unity of thought. Registration had 
brought an opportunity to cement the 
Code of Practice, but it should not be 
used only in its protective financial sense, 
but within its bounds should be. used to 
raise the standard of architecture and the 
status of the architect.’ 
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BUILDING MATERIALS AND 


HOUSING BILL 
SECOND READING PASSED 

On Monday in the House of Com- 
mons, MRk.. Tomtrnson, Minister of 
Works, moved the second reading of the 
Building Materials and Housi Bill. 
He said that the Ministry of Works was 
responsible for assessing the Wwequire- 
ments and working out the programme 
for employing to the best adven“eg the 
labour force expected to be available for 
the whole of the building and civil en- 
gineering industries. A statistical pro- 
gramming organisation had been set up 
‘in the Ministry for working out the pro- 
gramme in consultation with all the 
other Departments and interests con- 
cerned. 

Over a wide range, particularly of 
those items for which the Ministry of 
Supply was responsible, it would be 
necessary to place Government orders 
which might either take the form of 
direct bulk purchase or manufacture in 
Royal Ordnance Facturies and resale by 
the Government, or they might take the 
form of what were called production 
agreements under which the firms under- 
take to produce certain quantities of par- 
ticular articles and the Government un- 
dertakes to indemnify the prices in re- 
spect of any goods unsold at the end of 
the period covered by the agreement. 

The Ministry of Works was ‘carrying 
out large-scale experiments into promis- 
ing types of prefabrication. Some of 
those had gone so far that the Govern- 
ment had found it possible to invite local 
authorities to state the extent to which 
they wished to use them to snpmuamens 
their programme of traditional houses. 
Some of those methods of’ construction 
might be so novel that the Government 
would have to place contracts with the 
manufacturers or y ag = 207s contractors 
for the erection of the houses on behalf 
of local authorities. 

The Ministry of Works would make 
arrangements for the distribution of build- 
ing materials and components and of 
prefabricated’ houses produced under 
these arrangements. So far as materials 
and components were concerned, the 
‘Government would make use of the exist- 
ing well-tried channels of distribution. 
It would, however, be necessary to sup- 
plement these arrangements by setting 
up a special Distribution Organisation, 
for which the Ministry of Works would 
be responsible. It was the intention of 
the Government to go into business both 
in the manufacture and in the distribu- 
tion of building materials and com- 
ponents in'a big way. 

The Government might decide either to 
et houses quickly or, in order to stimu- 
ate the production of some promising 
new system which might later be pro- 
duced at competitive prices, to purchase 
preteens houses at a substantially 
1igher cost than the current cost .of a 
traditional house. That might make it 
necessa to sell the houses to local 
authorities or. the Scottish Special Hous- 
ing Association ‘at less than cost, and 
provision was, therefore, made in Clause 
3 for payments to be made from the Votes 
of the Health Departments into the 
Building Materials and airy Fund so 
as to prevent the consequent loss. from 
falling on the fund. That enabled the 
Minister to make a special subsidy to- 
wards certain factory-produced houses. 
That did not cover all or most of the so- 
called prefabricated houses, but only 
those whieh emerged more or less com- 
plete from the factory. There were still 
a lot of production headaches to over- 
come before a satisfactory house could be 
produced in this country at a reasonable 
price and with the necessary speed. 


EXPERIMENTAL BUILDING LICENCES. . 

To date, 1,381 applications for building 
licences for experimental prototypes of 
new methods of construction had been 
received. On the recommendation of the 
Burt Committee, licences had been 
issued in 195 cases, comprising experi- 
ments in complete houses, assemblies of 


“ments were completed. 
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structural components, plumbing instal- 
lations, kitchen and bathroom fittings 
materials, and new types of past and 
machinery.. The Burt Committee would 
report‘to the Ministry when the experi- 
Though these 
experiments had been carried out at the 
expense of the promoters, it was thought 
desirable to select for large-scale experi- 
ment, at the cost of the Government, a 
number of the more promising systems 
of construction. Development groups al- 
ready in hand or contemplated included 
systems in steel-framed, concrete and 
brick types of houses. Sufficient informa- 
tion. was now available regarding cer- 
tain schemes to justify the opinion that 


‘they were suitable for large-scale pro- 


duction, and grates had been fur- 
nished to local authorities. 


THE LaBOUR POTENTIAL. 

The potential demand for building 
labour during the next four years would 
be far beyond the capacity of the build- 
fm, Serge The importance of, the con- 
tribution of temporary houses*to the 
housing problem during this difficult 

eriod lay in the fact that two temporary 
houses could be built by the labour re- 

uired to build one permanent house of 

the traditional type. Included in the 
temporary housing programme was the 
aluminium house, the responsibility for 
the production, transportation and erec- 
tion of which lay with the Ministries of 
Supply and Aircraft Production. The 
first estimate of its cost was £911, but the 
current estimate was £1,365. Its inclu- 
sion in the programme was justified on 
broad national grounds. Moreover it was 
almost entirely factory built, and the 
man-hours required for its erection were 
only about one-tenth of those required 
for other types of temporary houses. 

The scheme for temporary houses was 
now going forward and was providing 
from 400 to 500 additional houses a week, 
and the people living in them were con- 
stantly singing their praise. The scheme 
must now be pushed on to completion 
with all speed. 


Points from Debate. 

Mr. WILLInk, detailing “‘ some strange and 
onsatisfactory features ” of the Bill, said that, 
in the first place, it was in extraordinarily wide 
terms both with regard to the functions of the 
Minister and in relation to the proposed finan- 
cial control. There was an unlimited mandate 
to the Minister of Works to produce, purchase, 
and distribute building materials of every kind, 
and every size and type of equipment for every 
kind and size of building., Secondly, the Bill 

rovided for the Minister of Works _ being 

nanced through a revolving credit of 

£100,000,000. Indeed, under Clause. 3 provision 
was made for an even far greater loss than 
that. 

He agreed with certain steps that the 
Government would necessarily have to take in 
connection with building materials, but the real 
difficulty was not shortage of capacity, or 
organisation, or planning, but the old continuous 
trouble of shortage of man-power. Although 
the present Minister had been in office four 
months, they still had no indication from him 
of the number of houses he expected to see 
going up in this country in the next 12 or 24 
months. He warned the Minister of the dangers 
of excessive standardisation. With regard to 
distribution, he had been informed that since 
the Minister had been in office there had been 
little consultation with the building materials 
industry or its distributive organisation.. The 
great trouble right throughout the country at 
the moment was the uncertainty which the 
Government were producing, and nowhere was it 
going to be more disastrous than in the field 
of equipment and components for housing. The 
Minister of Health had already gravely preju- 
diced production of houses by his discourage- 
ment of: private enterprise. 

Captain Cuetwynp said that they could not 
expect the Government to repair in five months 
the ravages of centuries of neglect. Housing 
was a great social problem, and the cost must 
be borne not by the tenant or the local authority 
but by the community as a whole. 

Mr. Eccies said that the House would 
welcome a statement from the Government that 
no ideological desire to own the means of 
production was going to interfere with the speed 
of delivery of materials. Bulk purchase did not 
always _ mean cheaper goods. 

Mr. Yates said that the Government would 
stand or fall not by what they did about ‘de- 
mobilisation or the atomic bomb, but by the 
power and drive they put into their housing 
programme and by the extent ‘to which they 
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could provide en 
bines must be allowed to stand in 

.Mr. Bossom sai 
with confidence, because it p 
cheques and an overdraft to the Minister. ) 
Government ought to be warned about the 
dangers of bulk purchase. 2 

Miss J. Lee said that when the Government 
asked the consent of Parliament to the spend- 
ing of a vast sum of money and for an endorse- 
ment of the principle of bulk purchase and dis- 
tribution, - not was the reputation of the 
Government at stake, but also the good faith of 
the whole House, and they wan to be quite 
sure that the Government were making certain 
that they had the essential personnel to follow 
through their decision. 

Captain Marptes said the Bill showed a 
suicidal tendency to over-simplify a very 
complex problem. . 

Lieut.-Cot. Warker-Smita said the. Bill 
followed precedent in that it was of varied 
content and unequal merit, but its effect might 


be evil on the body politic. 


Mr. Bevan’s Reply. 

Mr. Bevan, Minister of Health, sald that it 
was not proposed to set aside the housing 
functions of local authorities, but the Govern- 
ment desired to have powers to reinforce the 
building strength of any area which needed 
such reinforcement. It was proposed to allow 
the Ministry of Works to organise flying build- 
ing squads with the consent and co-operation 
of the local authorities to construct certain 
forms of prefabricated houses that would lend 
themselves easily to quick construction with 
unskilled labour. They desired to use building 
contractors to the utmost, and, when they were 
deficient, to supplement their efforts by the 
use of direct building by the Ministry of- Works. 
In places like Coventry, Plymouth, and Bristol 
tt would be essential, if the sufferings of the 
population were to be limited, for the Govern- 
ay 2 = do direct building, and they proposed 

Housing costs were not rising. In some 
cases tenders were coming down, and effective 
control. over costs was being achieved. By the 
scientific organisation of materials and supplies 
these costs would be progressively reduced. 

If builders’ merchants were doing the job 
efficiently and economically, building materials 
would be distributed through those normal — 
channels, but if the builders’ merchants were 
failing them, the Government -would distribute 
the materials and equipment through their 
own distributive agencies... The Government 
were carrying out a practical business opera- 
tion, and they insisted on having the same 
olneeeig as ce, Caw claimed. 

ILLINK sai at what they wanted to 
know was whether the Government were going 
to let the country know at frequent intervals 
what they were spending. 

Mr. Bevan said the Governmenticould not 
form any estimate of what would be necessary. 
Hon. members opposite had means of discover- 
ing whatever they wanted to know. In using 
that argument they were merely attempting to 
smear the whole issue. They were so patriotic 
they would rather the Government failed. By 
the middle of next year the Government would 
have confounded all their critics and have 
shown how the housing problem was being 
tackled as it really should be. 

The Bill was read a second time. 





Release of Master Builders. 

Cot. CLaRKE asked the Minister of 
Labour if a Serviceman, who in civil life 
was a master builder, would be allowed, 
if given priority release under Class B, to 
resume business on his own account, or 
would he be liable to be directed for work 
for somebody else. 

Mr. Isaacs said that master builders 
were not being released as such under 
Class B, but according to the particular 
crafts or occupations which they were 
recorded as having previously followed. 
Since releases of building workers under 
Class B were for the purpose of expediting 
the housing programme, all such workers 
were liable to be directed to work con- 
nected with that programme. 


Timber for Houses. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of Health 
to what extent the national building 
timber situation was holding up the hous- 
ing programme; and what special efforts 
he was making to overcome this difficulty. 

Mr. Key, who replied, said that the 
housing programme was not being held 
up because of shortage of timber, 
although it was necessary severely to 
limit the amount of timber which could 
be used in any one house. Every effort 
was being made to obtain increased im- 
ports of timber from overseas for building 
and other essential purposes. 


. 
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INCREASING BUILDING OUTPUT 
CAN A BONUS ON OUTPUT BE INTRODUCED ? 
We print below a further selection of the large number of letters that have reached us 


on this proposal—published in our issue for November 16.— 


From Mr. Alfred Harris. 
To rue Eprror or 7'he Builder. 

Sm,—In these days, when a local auth- 
ority counts itself fortunate to get a tender 
for a workmen’s dwelling at a cost of 20s. 
per square foot, in lieu of 8s. 6d. in the 
early 1930’s, it is incumbent on all con- 
cerned with the matter to examine care- 
fully any proposition put forward that has 
as one of its objects the reduction of cost 
of building operations to the building 
public. pad : 

In this sense, ‘‘ Operation X ”’ is attrac- 
tive, and there is nothing impossible about 
it. Whether it would appeal to labour is 
not yet known, but it must fall to ‘the 
ground unless it does. i . : 

It} would therefore be interesting if 
your special correspondent would develop 
his theme to show how the confidence of the 
operatives could be secured, and also deal 
particularly with ‘‘ spot items ’’ and works 
carried out by specialist contractors and 
builders’ attendance upon them, also its 
application to transport concerned with 
the works and the supervisory staff. 

- A. Harris, F.S.1. 

Westminster, 8. W.1. 


From Mr. Stanley Hookway. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Sir,—I would like to pass one or two 
comments on the scheme for profit-sharing, 
or deferred bonus, for building contracts 
suggested by a correspondent in your 
issue of November 16. The desirability 
of increasing output in the building trades 
needs no emphasis, so long as we do 
not forget that output has first to, be 
stepped up again to 1939 levels and then 
increased. “The present-day sub-standard 
output must not be allowed to become a 
datum. : : 
Your correspondent refers to the objec- 
tion to payment by results by both em- 
ployers and operatives; that is, to payment 
by results on the unit-operation basis as 
formulated under war-time  statutor 
Rules and Orders. The objection is well 
founded on both sides, since the system is 
unsound as judged by both psychological 
and economic standards. At best it was 
but a window-dressing gesture—an artifice 
allied to war-time production propaganda. 
At worst it was a sop to sub-standard 
labour, and always a potential source of 
discontent, the allaying of which could 
only be effected by the a artifice of 
robbing Peter to pay Paul. It would be 
ingenuous to imagine that the scheme was 
ever known to have had its only really 
worth-while result—namely, the contract 
as a whole finished ahead of schedule. 
The scheme was ah ignis. fatuus, its only 
saving grace being that it was in practice 
ostensibly workable. 5 
In the scheme put forward by your cor- 
respondent (as it appears to me), the pro- 
cess is reversed, for he propounds a scheme 
‘that is theoretically and psychologically 
admirable, but is unfortunately imprac- 
ticable because the difficulties inherent in 
its administration would be too involved to 
find solution within the very diverse and 
complicated cross-currents that represent 
the ebb and flow of building trade labour. 
Consider a building contract scheduled for, 
say, twelve months, ‘probably, in fact, 
Jasting 18 months, the final measured 
accounts produced six months later, and 
the attested man-hours data appropriate 
thereto yet later again. Are the operatives 
who dig the first trenches likely to be 


EDITOR. 


enthusiastic about a problematical bonus 
maturing at such a remote date? (One 
can imagine a cartoon in Punch showing 
a young lad endeavouring to raise a loan 
on the strength of a lately deceased grand- 
father’s building bonus, to be discounted, 
he would admit, by the fact that his father 
had a life interest in the same should it 
be declared soon enough.) 


The chief difficulty, your correspondent 
says, is to evolve an objective standard 
by which increased output can be mea- 
sured. As I see it, the chief difficulty is 
to devise an all-in system that will work 
at the ‘‘share-out’’ end. It would be 
graceless not to admit that your corre- 
sparciens has devised the outlines of a 
thoughtful and workable scheme so far 
as assessment is concerned. I like it be- 
cause he has used the available basic data 
of the bill of quantities and has assumed 
the co-operation of the quantity surveyor, 
and thus his scheme fairly meets and 
could be adapted fairly to solve the prob- 
lems arising. It has always been my 


, opinion (often expressed in these columns) 


that there is in every properly produced 
bill-of quantities a fund of information 
that is insufficiently tapped, and in the 
production of which much professional 
skill is allowed largely to go to waste. 
This could and presi f be put to wider 
purpose, and in these proposals we see 
one way in which, with a few adjustments 
in standard practice, one’ such purpose 


- could be brought to fruit. 


The big problem, we have seen, is not 
so much to devise a scheme to assess the 
improved output factor as’to devise the 
counterpart ‘scheme that will appeal to the 
operatives by giving an equitable and 
reasonably prompt share-out. Two years 
ago I set out jp your columns the outline 
of proposals for a system of payment by 
results related not to individual operations 
but to completed trades, and here I think 
is the only feasible solution. I pointed out 
that with a proper bill of quantities a 
system of payment by results on trade 
man-hours assessment could be made a 
workable and satisfactory proposition. 


“Tt would, of course, need supervision 
and ‘organisation by both employers and 
operatives, but certainly not more than is 
at present found to be necessary to run 
a makeshift and unsatisfactory system. 
There are obstacles, but none so difficult 
as to be insuperable, allowing a reasonable 
minimum of give and take. The transfer 
of workmen from one site to another before 
the ‘trade’ was finished on the first site 
should not prove a difficult obstacle. We 
are all pretty well ‘ card-minded’ nowa- 
days, and a workman’s union could supply 
him with a card upon which his total work- 
ing hours was recorded for each contract, 
and in due course his union would acquaint 
him of the bonus, if any, to be collected 
from the job he had left. Or the unions 
might take over the collection of bonus 
and be responsible for its distribution. On 
the basis furnished by a bill of quantities, 
a system such as this would not only be 
workable, but would give results properly 
corresponding with the economics of the 
job.” (September 24, 1943.) 

I like the suggestion of your correspon- 
dent that some part of the profit share-out 
should go to the building owner, and the 
reasons he gives for this proposal. The 
“trades bonus” system would fit in with 
this, for by compounding the results of 
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the aggregate of the trades (and if output 


were favourable) a discount in favour of 
the building owner on, his final account 
could be assessed on predetermined ratios. 
Srantey Hooxway, F.S.I. 
Exeter, Devon. 


From Mr. F. A. Wallis. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srmer,—In promoting discussion on “ In- 
creasing Building Output ” you have gone 
to the very root of to-day’s troubles in 
the building industry. . 

Over a period of many months I have 
personally been considering the problem 
and trying to produce a solution, and it 
comes as a complete surprise to me to 
find that your special correspondent 
should have evolved a scheme which, 
although differing in some details, is 
largely based on the same conception. In! 
arriving at my conclusions I realised that 
any scheme of piece work or bonusing 
of individual effort would certainly .be 
strongly ee by the operatives. The 
Payment by. Results Scheme, still in 
operation here and there, has proved 
unpopular with both employers and 
operatives—by the former because the 
gain in output where it has proved easy 
to apply has been more than offset by the 
loss where such application has been 
impracticable, and by the latter because 
the amount that it has been possible for 
men to earn has varied so widely. I came 
to the conclusion that a scheme whereby 
a moiety of the profit earned“by increased 
effort could be shared by all the opera- 
tives working on a particular contract 
would overcome the anomalies referred to 
above, and should receive the approval 
of the operatives’ leaders, The points at 
which my scheme is in conformity with 
that outlined in your columns under the 
heading ‘‘ Operation X’’ are :—_ 

a) A minimum basis of output to be 
fixed nationally. % 

(b) That the calculation of time saving 
should be by the professional quantity 
surveyor using bills of quantities. 

The point of difference I had made 
was that the actual calculation of labour 
content was agreed between the quantity 
surveyor and the contractor after the 
tender had been accepted. 

The assessment of profit earned in time 
saving could be ake at frequent and 
regular intervals comparatively easily on 
contracts where the work is of a repetitive 
nature, such as housing or even on major 
war damage.repairs. e labour content 
could be readily converted into man hours 
per house and calculated with reasonable 
accuracy, say, once a month, and, more- 
over, as the various trades move from 
house to house and tend to remain con- 
stantly on ‘the same contract for the 
greater part of its duration. On the 
more varied type of buildings, i.c., 
schools, factories, etc.,‘it will be neces- 
sary for the surveyors to be right up-to- 
date with the progress of the work. 
This alone will considerably reduce the 
on-costs pf the. contractor by avoiding 
heavy and unnecessary retention money. 
It may be- found necessary to retain a 
small’ percentage of assessed profit on each 
valuation to cover contingencies, but this. 
balance could easily be disposed. of either 
by contribution to some welfare fund. or 
may be sent later to the man’s address if 
no longer working for the same employer. 

Quantities may have to be billed in 
stages of construction, such as foundations, 
superstructure, finishings, ete., so that 
the various trades could receive their 
share of profit before they, become re- 
dundant. This would also simplify the 
assessment of profit at frequent inter- 
vals, It might well be that men stood 
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off for misconduct should forfeit all share 
of profit, : 

With the added zest induced by profit- 
sharing the personnel would tend to re- 
main constant and the ebb and flow of 
labour be greatly reduced and large-scale 
reductions of personnel caused through 
completion of any stage could be antici- 
pated in time to assess the profit at that 
stage. 

Sach a scheme postulates a keen desire 
on the parts of employers, operatives and 
surveyors to overcome the many difficul- 
ties involved and to make drastic changes 
in habit, custom and tradition in order 
to bring down the cost of building for 
the common ‘benefit. I am sure that it 
would be to their mutual interest so to do. 

F. A. Watts, 
Director, G. E. Wallis 


and Sons, Ltd. 
London, W.C.2. 


From Mr. Philip Smallwood. 

To tHe Eprror or 7'he Builder. 
Sm,—Your correspondent writing on the 
subject of bonus on output in your issue 
of November 16, infers that labour was 
studiously refraining from showing its 
hand on this matter. By ‘‘ labour ’’ does 
he mean the_N.F.B.T.O. or the building 
trade operative? In either case there has 
surely been no refraining. The N.F.B.T.O. 
had loudly proclaimed its aversion to piece- 
work, while the operative has taken with 
both hands all he could get from piece- 
work, whether from law-abiding schemes 
or the racketeering’ systems all too 
readily evolved out of the war-time ‘‘ pay- 
ment by results’? scheme or the present 

M.O.W. schedules. 


In every other industry in the country 
the personnel have managed to get to- 
gether,-and have formulated some system 
of extra payment for oytput, which has 
enabled the individual who is prepared to 
work to reap the benefit from that work 
whilst at the same time retaining that 
individual’s loyalty to his trade union. In 
the building industry the operative who 
indulges in piece-work is more often than 
not a non-unionist, and the employer who 
pays that man is usually a non-federated 
employer. It can be realised that this is 
in some measure the reason for the dis- 
union in the building industry, as the live 
and. virile employer who wants to get on 
with the job employs the live and virile 
workman who is prepared to co-operate 
provided he receives some additional 
reward for his efforts. 

Too often one hears the statement that 
“it is easy to work a bonus system in 
a factory, but impossible in the building 
trade except on a few specific operations.” 
Must the industry remain the Cinderella 
it has so often been stated to be because 
these old shibboleths cannot be eradicated ? 

It would appear from the article by your 
“ Special Correspondent ** and the corre- 
spondence to which it has given rise, that 
there is. at last a general desire to ‘‘ get 


: |down to it.’’ Most of your correspondents 


agree on the importance of extracting the 
man-hour component of the job, which is 
obviously the right and proper way to 
start thinking about payment by results 
for the workman. It should not be beyand 
the wit of the industry to find the best 
and quickest way of achieving the desired 
result. . 


It is obviously desirable to keep th 
compilation of the target figure in impar- 
tial hands, ag there is thus less chance of 
irregularities creeping in, and the quantity 
surveyors are the right men to be in at 
the beginning. * 

Two conditions of any scheme would 
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appear to be fundamental, and should not 
be allowed to be obscured if lasting good 
to the industry is to be achieved : (2) The 
labour componént for the completed job 
should be the a 3 (6) Any savings on 
such target should go to the workman 
only. 

As to (a), it has been proved that when 
the whole job is the bonusable item, each 
unit on that job is working for its satis- 
factory completion. Bad work is not 
popular, as the time spent in-making good 
reduces the bonus or prospect thereof. To 
wait until the job is done might sound 
almost sacrilege, but it would result in 
developing a feeling of mutual integrity 
among all concerned, and so rid the 
industry of all those who at present make 
it a happy hunting ground for every kind 
of malpractice. 

Regarding (b), the building owner and 
the contractor should not share in any sav- 
ings effected in the total labour component, 
as they automatically benefit by the 
shortening of the time taken to complete 
the job. They have the necessary incen- 
tive to do their part by reason ofthe fact 
that any slackness in organisation and 
efficiency will be reflected in the work- 
man’s desire to work for them again. 

It is in the interest of all to get this 
problem solved, and solved nicky, and 
so stop the anomaly of one part of the 
industry allowing piece-work while the 
other part does not. . The country demands 
increased output and the men demand 
higher wages. It is good for neither to 
have the one without the other.—Yours, 
etc., = 


London. 


Puitip SMALLWoopD. 


From Mr. F. J]. Gayer. 
To Tae Eprtor or The Builder. 

Srr,—The article publishéd under the 
above heading in your issue for Nov. 16 has 
focused attention upon a matter that very 
seriously concerns both sides of the build- 
ing industry as well as the public. Any 
scheme that can reduce cost of building, 
and at the same time give some monetary 
reward, to the worker ‘in return for better 
output is well worthy of the most pro- 
found consideration. 

No building contractor sells his wages 
sheets, but sells the work that is done; 
hence in many cases the current London 
rate of 2s. 34d. per hour is really 4s. 7d. 
per hour, due to 50 per cent. depreciation 
of output. 

To the objective in the above article 
very few thinking people can take excep- 
tion, but the writer has very serious doubts 
as to the practicability of the scheme as 
detailed. Further, it is not thought neces- 
sary to include the building owner in any 
direct save, since his ‘‘ corner’ would 
come automatically in a quicker and 
cheaper job. 

To attempt to schedule in man-hour 
computation all the items in all and every 
type of building work would appear to 
be practically impossible of accomplish- 
ment, but‘ even if it were possible, it 
would immediately become subject to 
variation by reason of the multiple differ- 
ences, as between job and job, and in a 
like manner the efficiency of the firm 
dealing with the contract. 

One feels that the essence of a scheme 
must be simplicity, equity and applica- 
bility to all kinds and sizes of jobs and 
to all kinds of builders. A scheme that 
could only be dealt with by the larger 
firms with their expert staffs would rule 
out far too many smaller firms, who in 
sheer weight of numbers make the build-up 
of the fotaeivy. 

A scheme was submitted by the writer 
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to your column about three years back, 
and briefly is as follows :— 

‘ Every job must bave its labour content 
priced according to the particular feature 
of the job, and in accord with the particu- 
lar builder’s estimation of labour values. 
It is suggested this freedom cannot be 
superseded by long schedules of an 
inflexible nature. 

Without wandering into too much detail 
at this stage, the save between the esti- 
mated cost of labour and the actual 
speeded-up output arising out of the 
scheme should be split up as to two-thirds 
to the operatives and one-third to the 
builder. 

The value of the save can be brought 
to a unit value, and allocated from time 
to time and at the end of the job on the 
basis of one point for every 10s. of wages 
paid. Such a scheme could be operated 
by any builder, on practically any job, 
and is more in the nature of a book-keep- 
ing transaction than of involved schedules, 
or meticulously measuring up on the job. 

Every possible facility should be given 
to the Trade Unions to appoint a qualified 
surveyor to inspect any builders’ books, 
figures, etc., at any reasonable time, in 
order that the scheme can be run perfectly 
honestly and aboveboard, ; 

In ventilating the scheme, the writer 
was asked what would be the position 
where a builder, having paid out good 
results, was tempted to lower his prices 
on the next job, and thereby prevent the 
operatives from receiving the fruits of 
his extra energy. 

It is suggested in this case that the 
operatives, when they are free so to do, 
would very quickly leave the small bonus 
firms and seek employment with a firm 
whose price, organisation and skill enabled 
it to facilitate a reasonable bonus to his ° 
workers. Hence this feature would help 
to mitigate the fallacy of rash tendering, 
since by following this course the builder 
would lose his men and consequently his 
turnover. 

The above comments will, it is hoped, 
be regarded as constructive criticism, but 
in any case it is hoped that the fullest 
possible limelight can be turned on to this 
subject, in the hope that a reasonably 
simple,. practical scheme may be evolved 
to the mutual benefit of the operatives, 
the builder and the public. 


Hackney. F. J. Gaver, F.I.0.B. 


_ From Mr. L. E. Carnell. 
To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. 

Smr,-The scheme as outlined appears 
attractive as presented. It seems, how- 
ever, that the initial object of the scheme 
1s purely and simply one of profit-sharing 
as an inducement to greater output. 
Having dealt with site organisation under 
the late ‘‘ Payment-by-Results’’. scheme 
under the Esséntial Work Order, I did not 
find that the objective was achieved, since 
the fast operative had to make up for the 
slow operative, which hada discouraging 
effect on the former. Are we then to 
assume that the, contractor can so reduce 
the man-hour component to suit his ten- 
dering with the result that the operatives’ 
increased production will not be fully 
rewarded and will not achieve the desired 
output? . : 

It appears to me that the writer of the 
article has assumed that all contracts will 
produce favourable profits, but as this 
may not always be the case, who is to 
oui the losses, bearing in mind. that the 
profits were to have been divided? 
L. E. Carnet. 
38, Lennard-close, - 

West Wickham, Kent. 


{More letters will be given next week.—Eb.] 
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CONVERSION AND 


RECONDITIONING 


CONFERENCE AT THE HOUSING 
CENTRE 


“THe housing shortage is apparent to 
everyone, and Government policy is that 
all existing housing accommodation must 
be used to the full. Many people are 
living in old-fashioned houses too big for 
their needs and difficult to run. The lack 
of amenities in these old houses makes it 
impossible to provide for lodgers, and 
man difficulties arise when many 
families have to share the one kitchen. 
A good’ conversion scheme will turn a 
pleasant old house into a number of self- 
contained modern homes where several 
families can live healthy and happy lives 
for 20 or 30 years—or more, It provides 
up-to-date accommodation, saves good 
property from deteriorating and gives the 
owner a source of income.” 

In these words the Housing Centre 
introduces its scheme for setting up an 
advisory service to help individuals and 
organisations to carry out conversions. 
In the same spirit it organised a one-day 
conference on the subject, which was 
held at 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1, on 
Friday, November 16. «Town and country 
were both dealt with. In the earlier part 
of the proceedings the chair was occupied 
by Miss Lupton, and the address was 
given by Mrs. Muriel Gee, who spoke 
chiefly of her own practical experiences 
of conversion in this country and in 
America. a 


Conversion of Town Houses. 

Introducing the lecturer, the Chairman 
said that in London we were feeling a 
fearful overcrowding, and were sad when 
we saw empty houses needing to be con- 
verted into something usable. Mrs. Gee 
was a sister of Maxwell Fry, the well- 
known architect, and had assisted her 
brother. 

Mrs. Gre said that for successful con- 
version of old houses a special interest 
in the subject was necessary. In her long 
experience of conversion work she had 
begun with luxury flats and had gone 
through the vicissitudes of splitting and 
resplitting until now she had come to 
quite a small type of flat, which she found 
was the one that really planned better. 
She thought conversion was the answer 
to the prayer of the homeless and also of 
the householder with very large unweildy 

remises. The great joy of a converted 
tore lay in its spaciousness; there was 
more room for old furniture, etc. Also, it 
seemed sad that the fabrics of our great 
cities, the Victorian and Regency houses, 
should be destroyed to make room for the 
somewhat grim new life that was coming 
upon us. At the moment it was easy 
enough to plan a complete conversion, 
but supplies were difficult, and it was 
almost a ye to get your plans 
through. For that reason she had been 
working out types of interim conversion. 
This was work of a minimum character, 
sometimes as small as three or four doors, 
kitchen sink and cooker, but turning a 
place into a private home; because people 
would put up with a lot of inconvenience 
within their own flat, but would not put 
up with the inconvenience of doubling or 
trebling up with other people in one 
house. A small scheme would be more 
likely, she thought, to be allowed a permit 
than a large one, and none of the work 
need be wasted. It could all be first-stage 
work in a complete conversion and, 
provided a complete conversion was 
guaranteed, and plans were issued before 
the intérim work was started, it would be 
a great inducement to a number of house- 
holders who might otherwise hold back. 
In planning a conversion she worked on 
the spot, marking out with a rod or any- 
thing handy the actual space of the rooms 
proposed. Thus, she got a good idea of 
size and circulation because she could 
trot about from room to room, and get a 
feeling of whether a door was better in 
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one place than another. When she had 
got her plan as she thought it should be 
she called in the contractor or foreman 
to learn whether he thought the plan 
workable, and when assured on that point 
she went into conference with the estate 
agent and finance director of the com- 
pany. 

Mrs. Gee circulated among the audience 
a document which she said was a rough- 
and-ready formula giving pre-war costs 
and profits from conversion, The figures 
applied to the North of England, and it 
appeared that before the war she used to 
spend on conversion a sum equal to that 
paid for the purchase of the freehold. 


DISCUSSION 

Among points brought up and discussed 
was that of washing day. Mrs. Coomss 
said- this was a subject the Women’s 
Co-operative Guild had taken up for many 
ears. They had discussed conversion 
into working-class flats, and in this con- 
nection they had tackled the laundry 
problem. The solution they recommended 
was a communal wasb-house with up-to- 
date machinery and an electric drying 
cupboard. Under such conditions the 
family wash could be done in an hour. 
Another matter was that soundproof 
houses: were more important for working 
people than for those of other classes 
ecause of men working on night shifts. 
Anyone who had to do with housing work- 
ing people should advocate strongly 
soundproof walls and floors. 
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Mr. YuDKIN said that in flats of modern 
construction of floors and walls, the 
sound insulation was not so good as in 
old buildings with thicker walls, lime 
mortar and wooden floors. 


Mr. JoHN W. WENLOCK, an estate 
manager and surveyor, spoke of his own 
experience of re-housing for the Wands- 
worth Borough Council. He said there 
were thousands of old London houses of 
three or more storeys, and with two rooms 
on each floor. He showed by diagrams 
examples of work he had done. In one 
case when the Borough Council took a 
house over with tenants on each floor, one 
family had a fixed bath. He built the 
bath-room round it. Similarly, in other 
cases, e¢.g., another floor in the same 
house became empty, and in that case the 
woman had had, her kitchen in front. To 
avoid expense, he had utilised existing 
services. In this sort of work he had 
made great use of & very light panelling. 
This was built of blocks, each approxi- 
mately ‘2 ft.. by 3 ft., and consisting of 
two leaves of resin-treated plywood with a 
paid between and a solid wooden edging. 

ese gould be built into a panel with 
alternate fixing as for tiles. Sueh a 
partition was very a in weight and 
took distemper beautifully—an oil-bound 
distemper put straight on to the wood was 
best. The panel could be papered, but 
in that case the joints should he filled in. 

The speaker dealt largely with the 
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CONVERSION OF DWELLING 


HOUSES INTO FLATS 
R.1.B.A. SCALE OF FEES 


Arter consultation with the Ministry of 
Health, the Council of the R.I.BA. have 
approved the following scale of fees for 
the emergency’ conversion of dwelling- 
houses into flats by local authorities :— 

(1) For making detailed survey of the 
building :— 

Principal’s time, £7 7s. a day. 

‘Senior assistant’s time, £3 13s. 6d. 

a day. 
Junior assistant’s time, £2 12s. 6d. 
a day. 

Note.—Senior assistants to mean assist- 
ants receiving £8 8s. a week and upwards; 
junior assistants, those receiving up to 
£8 8s. a week. 

The above time basis is in respect only 
of the time taken to measure up the 
dwelling or dwellings on the site and the 
preparation of plans and, if necessary, 
sections to a scale of 4 inch to 1 foot. 
Other technical work, where instructed, 
is recompensed by the percentage scale of 
feés. 

(2) For preparing working drawings and 
specifications of the works (or equivalent 
document); where necessary, obtaining 
tenders and/or arranging a contract; for 
general supervision of the execution of the 
works and certifying for payments and 
completion :— 

10 per cent..on works costing up to 
£500, with a minimum fee of £10 10s. 

9 per cent. on works costing between 
£500 and £1,000, with a minimum fee 
of 

8 per cent on works costing between 
£1,000 and £1,500, with a minimum fee 
of £90. é 

7 per cent. on works costing between 
£1,500 and £2,000, with a minimum fee 
of £120, 

6 per cent. on works costing over 
£2,000, with a mitffmum fee of £140. 

(3) The above fees are exclusive of 
travelling expenses and other reasonable 
disbursements, and the fees under (1) are 
in addition to those under (2). 

(4) The above fees are exclusive of the 
wages of a clerk of works. 


(5) The above fees are exclusive of those 
for quantity surveying services. If such 
services are required, fees will be allowed, 
in addition, on’ ‘the normal professional 
scale. 

Fees for quantity surveying services will 
be allowed where the works cost more 
than £1,000, and where these services are 
rendered by a quantity surveyor or a firm 
of quantity surveyors practising as such, 
not being the person or firm rendering the 
services described in paragraph 2 of the 
scale above. 

Provided only that’ where the person or 
firm who hag rendered the services 
described in paragraph 2 of the scale above 
in the capacity of architect is also in 
regular practice as quantity surveyor, fees 
for quantity surveying services may also 
be allowed where the certificate that these 
latter services have been performed is 
signed by the person (stating his qualifica- 
tions) who hag actually rendered such ser- 
vices, and also by the principal or firm 
with which he is connected. 

(6) The above fees are inclusive of the 
fees of any consultant or specialist engineer 
by whom the architect or surveyor may 
wish to be advised. 

(7) The fees are to be calculated on the 
cost of the building work carried out to 
a property or properties for which one 
set of drawings and one specification have 
been prepared. In the event of a group 
of similar properties being dealt with by 
the same architect, and where one set of 
drawings and one specification are supplied 
for the whole of the properties, then the 
scale may be applied by reference to the 
aggregate cost. of the work. 

(8) The fees. for abandoned work for 
which professional services have been 
rendered shall be calculated by reference 
to the R.I.B.A. Scale of Charges, Clause 
2 (e) (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv), ' 


The Council also decided to revise 
Clause 7 of the R.I.B.A. Scale of Pro- 
fessional Charges by raising the minimum 
charge from five guineas a day to seven 
guineas a day. This decision will be 
ratified by the Council at their meeting 
on January 15, 1946, subject to comments 
received from members of the Institute. 
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A 
financial aspect of the Fehr meng He 
gave as one example: Erecting parti- 
psc nautog gg doors and flush 
loors, plumbing, exten soil pipe 
odem# and fixing w.c., bath, basin, sink and 
», the boiler; decorations, two coats of paint on 
‘ons woodwork and distemper walls and 
ime ceilings, electric work, finishing off with 
door fittings, etc., for occupation £166. 
estate This, he said, was for converting two 
3 own rooms 21 ft. 3 in. by 16 ft. by 14 ft. 3 in. 
‘ands- into a completely self-contained 
there flat with entrance hall, lounge-dining 
ses of room, bedroom, bathroom with 
rooms bath, basin and w.c., and_ kitchen. 
rams The flat was well lighted. The house 
1 one was a typical London house with two 
90k a rooms on each floor. 
i ‘the The Conversion of the Country House. 
other In the afternoon Mr. Clough Williams- 
same Ellis presided and Mr. Watter H; Gop- 
e the FREY delivered an address on the con- 
t. To version of the countgy house. Our prob- 
isting lem, he said, was to banish inconveni- 
| had ence without destroying beauty. The 
lling. war had brought home to us the value 
ITOXi of what we had hitherto held too lightly, 
1g of but we were still far from realisin 
ith a the full value or the extent of the rur 
gin » architecture left to us: our land was 
with rich in homesteads and‘ cottages which, 
sh a in spite of neglect, withstood the weather 
and and displayed superb qualities of de- 
ound sign and construction. What each such 
| was cottage required was to have its cover 
but stripped and renewed. This applied 
d in. especially to the roof covering, the 
the plaster of walls and ceilings and to the 
floors. Such a temporary removal would 
facilitate a proper inspection of the 
— structural condition, and would enable 
hose the putting right of defects of masonry 
such or framing that would otherwise remain 
ed concealed. The sealed-up places could 
eal be ventilated and cleaned, dust and 
| rubbish removed, and the whole fabric 
; made sweet and sound. This need not 
will be accompanied by any loss in appear- 
nore ance, because the old tiles or stone slates 
are could be removed and, after the rafters 
firm and battens had been put in order, could 
uch, be replaced with no visible change ex- 
the cept that their bad condition was now 
the exchanged for good. The new plaster 
and repaired floor boards would bring 
the interior to its original state. Open- 
hy ing up the cottage had another advan- 
1CeS tage; it enabled the making of a detailed 
ove survey so as to know best how to run 
In services without damaging the building. 
fees The chief thing that we had against the 
also reconditioning of our rural architecture 
1ese was the way in which alterations had 
is been made subsequent to erection. Thus 
hea farmhouses and yeomen’s dwellings had 
been divided up into a number of small 
sie tenements, in which’ it was sometimes 
irm diificult to discern the old arrangement. 
It was not to be wondered at if anyone 
the failed to see in a nest of hovels the 
1eer sizeable rooms and pleasant ‘arrange- 
nay ment that really belonged’ to the build- 
: ing. A common practice _was to insert 
an extra floor where the height was not 
the sufficient to give proper space for two 
to storeys. Another disadvantage was. that 
one ground level around the building tended 
ave to rise in the course of centuries; but 
up it was not usually difficult to lower the 
by ground outside so as to restore the 
f proper relationship. If the cottage ad- 
iS joined the road an entrance should be 
ied contrived at the back or side, and the 
the front walls protected by a vertical damp 
the course. Another difficulty arose from the 
fashion in the sixteenth and early seven- 
for teenth centuries to build with blind 
walls to the south, but windows could 
ae: generally be inserted, and a little in- 
nce genuity in the arrangement of the in- 
use terior would admit sunlight where 
wanted. There were many ways in 
which old cottages transgressed our 
ise modern by-laws, but that was the fault 
nil of the by-laws: a room 20 ft. by 16 ft. 
with a pitch of 7 ft. could be both 
ane, healthier and more comfortable than 
on another half the area but with 18 in. or 
be 2 ft. added to the height. There were, 
ng 
its 
a 
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nevertheless, salutary as well as vexa- 
tious provisions: every cottage was the 
better for a good layer of concrete be- 
neath ‘the floor, and there should be no 
difficulty in providing this, nor in in- 
serting dampcourses where advisable. 
After the thorough overall of the old 
structure the next care should be to 


arrange the interior for all purposes of 
modern convenience. This could gener- 
ally be done without interfering with 
the main lines of the fabric, but it 


might necessitate some addition to it or 
as’ already suggested, the insertion of 
windows to gain a south light. In pre- 
Georgian cottages the stair to the bed- 
room floor might be a few winding steps 
beside the large central chimney Poa 9 
This space could be more suitably occu- 
pied by a deep store cupboard, while a 
simple stair could’ generally be 
contrived in a projection at the back or 
side of the cottage, combined with a new 
entrance replacing the door leading 
direct into the living room. The prob- 
lem of equipment did not differ essen- 
tially from that. of the modern cottage: 
in the one case building and equipment 
were designed together, and in the other 
the scheme was worked to an existing 
fabric. Convenience should not be sacri- 
ficed to aesthetics and, still less, to a 
desire to preserve something merely be- 
cause it was old: there must be freedom 
to alter and adapt. On the other hand it 
showed incompetence and. ignorance to 
mutilate the structure or to replan the 
cottage in a manner out of sympathy 
with’ its original arrangement, 

The following resolution was passed: 
It is resolv that this Conference 
urges the Government to make grants 
and give encouragement. for the recon- 
ditioning of cottages for agricultural 
workers, and that provision should be 
made for the reconsideration of demoli- 
tion orders where cottages can be satis- 
factorily modernised. 
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-THE TOWN PLANNING . 
INSTITUTE | 


MR. SHARP’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


“Planning under a Democracy” was 
the theme of Mr. THomas S&S S presi- 
dential address to the Town Planning 
Institute on November 15. 

Few activities affected people’s lives so 
intimately, and at the same time so pro- 
foundly and so widely, as did those that 
they engaged in as planners, said the 
President. Historically, planning had of 
course mostly been associated with auto- 
cratic forms of government. Most of the 
examples of the planned towns of the 
past which illustrated our text-books were 
ereated under systems of absolute 
monarchy, which were precisely what we 
meant to-day when we spoke of dictator- 
ship. The many German towns that were 
planned and built in the 18th century 
were outstanding examples. Paris and 
other capital cities showed such planning 
at its most spectacular. The great Conti- 
nental examples of landscape and garden 
design, such as Versailles, were of the 
same kind. On the other hand, there were 
practically no historical] examples of any 
striking planning that had been carried 
out under a democratic, or even a near- 
democratic, form of government. Even in 
recent times the most spectacular (or at 
any rate the most publicised), planning 
had been carried out under dictatorships 
—the German autobahnen, the Italian 
reclamation of the Pontine marshes, the 
Russian town-building, for ee. 

All that led some people, before the 
war, towards ‘the contention that 
democracy was incapable of really vital 
planning. ‘I think it is to our credit as 
eemnety in England,’ declared Mr. 

harp, “‘ that, in face of such arguments, 
and in face of the temptations to which 
our profession lays us open, we never in 
the least swerved from our loyalty to the 
democratic ideal. And, indeed, in spite 
of the publicity that used to be | Bee to 
the planning works of the two defeated 
dictators, there was no reason why we 
should swerve; for there have been far 
finer, though less publicised, works done 
under non-dictatorial regimes than any 
modern dictator has achieved—as in the 
Tennessee Valley and other parts of the 
U.S.A., for example: in the reclamation 
of the Zuyder Zee in Holland, and in the 
fine housing of Sweden and Denmark. We 
have muddled a good deal in England 
during the last hundred years; but even 
we can show, in our 18th century towns 
and countryside, some of the finest 
examples in the world of planning that 
was carried through in the absence of 
autocratic power, though not, of éourse, 
under .conditions of true democracy.” 

The fundamental difference between 
autocratic and democratic government lay 
in proper consultation between | the 
governing and the governed, and in action 
based on that consultation. Autocratic 
planning. had no need, in theory, to be 
altogether evil. It, too, like democratic 
planning, might be directed wholly 
towards the creation of good for the 
enjoyment of the people as a whole. The 
difference between that and democratic 
planning was that in democratic planning 
the people had the right to criticise, 
amend and reject the plans that had been 
prepared by others for their individual 
and collective good. He thought that we 
all would agree that consultation with the 
people for whom we planned was a sine 
qua non of our planning. The question 
was—what form should that consultation 
take? 

Town-planners’ work was not, thank 
goodness, an obscure science, Its un- 
mysterious merely - commonsensical 
character had its penalties as well as its 
rewards—sometimes after dealing with a 
committee one was apt to think that, 
indeed. it had only the former. For most 
people tended to trust another’s judgment 
only on matters which they could not 
themselves understand. Most professions 
could indulge in the good old dodge of 
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blinding with science. ‘‘ Not so our pro- 
fession,’ said Mr. Sharp. ‘‘ We must 
stand up in the clear light of day, speak- 
ing only of things which every man 
thinks he knows about, unable to put up 
a smoke-screen of science or mystification 
to shield us from the. brick-bats of criti- 
cism that is only ecg | informed. With 
what bitterness. has many a planner, in 
front of a committee, or reading an 
editorial in a local newspaper, thought of 
Pope’s generally misquoted line—‘a 
little learning is a dangerous thing.’ 
Heaven knows we do not set ourselves 
above criticism. I think I can say trul 

that, knowing how intimately our wor 

affects people’s lives, we try to—I cannot 
honestly say welcome criticism, because 
that is asking too much of human nature, 
but we genuinely try to accept it and to 
meet its demands. All the same, it does 
become a little difficuit to repress a shade 


_of (shall I say?) impatience when; for 


example, some anonymous _ scribbler 
writes to a local paper claiming that the 
ordinary man’s ideas of planning are as 
good as ours, the only difference being 
that we get paid for it.” : 


Is Planning by the People Right? 

There had been a tendency on the part 
of some _ professional planners to 
encourage this attitude—and more than a 
tendency, a definite policy, on the part 
of amateur planners, especially those whe 
centred round Covent Garden. There.was 
a suggestion that the planner was lacking 
a sense of responsibility, was setting him- 
self up as a little dictator, if he did not 
encourage every organisation, every indi- 
vidual citizen, every schoolchild even, to 
design his own plan for the future of his 
town, and to advance it as a serious con- 
tribution to the work of drawing up the 
official plan. Some corporations had gone 
so far as to put out notices in their local 
newspapers inviting organisations and 
individuals to make suggestions for incor- 
poration ‘in the plan for the town. 
“Frankly,” said the speaker, ‘I regard 
this kind of thing as sheer demagogy, 
rather than a manifestation of the meek. 
ing of a true democracy. In so far as 
people may indicate general wishes and 
requirements—say that they want an 
open-air swimming. bath—that has its 
usefulness, though even here the planner 
will have to weigh all manner of con- 
siderations which have never occurred to 
the men in the street who have made the 
suggestion. But when people are asked, 
or indirectly encouraged, as they some- 
times are, to produce actual) plans, then it 
seems to me to be sheer nonsense. And 
it is dangerous nonsense: for if the ideas 
which have been advanced are not incor- 
porated in the final plan, then the organi- 
sations or individuals who made them 
are apt to be piqued, or even affronted, 
and the plan may be subject to criticism 
and opposition of a personal or political 
kind which will render its acceptance 
more difficult than it would otherwise be. 
It may not be a popular thing to say, but 
for myself I have not yet come cross any 
single idea advanced in this manner that 
has been really useful. 


Need for Education in Planning. 


“T said earlier that in my view the 
essential difference between autocratic 


and democratic planning lies in the fact. 


that in democratic planning there is con- 
sultation between the planner and those 
for whom the plans are made. I believe 
that consultation (other than those in- 
formation-seeking consultations which I 
have just mentioned) will most profitably 
take place after draft plans have been 
drawn up by the man whose job it is to 
draw them up. In fact, the consultation 
should take the form of an opportunity 
for criticism, for requiring attention or 
for wholesale rejection. It is that oppor- 
tunity for criticism, rather than actual 
participation in the act of planning, 
which, in this age of the specialist, 


secures the democratic character of the 

plan.” 5 
There was a second matter which (said 

the President) he would like to consider 
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briefly: the problem of how town 
planners could promote, among _ the 
public whom any Bagd ram a better under- 
standing of what his planners were trying 
to do. Education in any subject must 
precede the passing of any worthwhile 
judgment within the subject.’ What were 
the instruments of education that were 
available? They were the usual ones: 
books, lectures, films, exhibitions—and 
the school. ‘‘ Some of us have been doing 
what we could by way of books during the 
last 20 years or so: and we may perhaps 
have contributed something, though the 
extent of the influence of books is diffi- 
cult to measure. Lectures are also a 
useful instrument; but it is not easy to do 
very much more than touch the very edge 
of the matter in an hour’s talk. Films are 
much the same—they are a kind of illumi- 
nated lecture. As to exhibitions, I must 
confess that I am profoundly distrustful. 
They are perhaps the best way of estab- 
lishing the idea that planning is neces- 
sary: but it really is time now that we 
had got beyond that point. The exhibi- 
tion technique is the slogan technique : it 
is full of the dangers of false simplifica- 
tions: it imparts a few vague generalities 
in place of solid information: it is prac- 
tically incapable of dealing in argument: 
it is too cheap and easy in itself, and its 
results are cheap and half-baked. So it 
seems to me that in the end we come 
back to that oid and basic institution for 
education, the school. 

“‘T know that it will be said that there 


are a thousand claims to the exposition of. 


}special subjects in the schools, and that 
the school curriculum is already badly 
over-crowded. But if it is argued that 
town and country planning is an activity 
which so profoundly and intimately 
effects the life of the community, and the 
individual lives of all‘: members of the 
community, that it must be subject to a 
very special degree of democratic control, 
then some understanding of it is surely a 
fundamental part of all education in a 
democratic society. . . . When children 
know, as they should know, that every- 
where civilised man for good or il] must 
inevitably create, or at least adapt, his 
own environment for his own purposes in 
civilised living; when they know that 
simple fact as well as they know that 
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Great Britain is an island, and that the 
Battle of Hastings was fought in 1066 
and all that: when they know it as basic 
common everyday knowledge, then an 
understanding of the general principles of 
town and country planning is assured. 


DISCUSSION 


Proposi a yote of thanks, Mr. 
H, w. 7. Heck (a vice-president) said 
that the President had warned the mem- 
bers against the belief that a democracy 
could not really plan, and had suggested 
that the portunities for spectacular 
planning, “aithierto chiefly associated 
with the autocracies, should be taken. 
If this should prove the case it would 
be quite true that the planned-for would 
benefit little, for whilst some of the 
finest thoroughfares in the world were 
admired and had established a_world- 
wide and undying fame, behind some 
of them were also some of the most 
squalid dwellings. Therefore, he sug- 
gested, it was not to this ‘‘ spectacular- 
ism” that planners should devote their 
skill and energies, but that it was their 
bounden duty to make the best use of 
our limited money and resources, _to- 
gether with the rationalising of indus- 
trial location, in order to assist in build- 
ing a happier and better-housed Britain. 

Referring td the President’s remarks 
on exhibitions as a means of interesting 
the’ public in planning, he (Mr. Heck) 
thought that to ‘some extent the Presi- 
dent would admit that planners were in 
n difficulty with regard to this matter 
of education. Most planners were work- 
ing for some sort of employer, and they 
had to determine their actions in respect 
to the education of the public according 
to what their employers wished. e 
thought the exhibition method had so 
much publicity appeal that it would be 
very difficult to discourage local authori- 
ties from showing their plans in that way. 

He agreed with the President’s view 
that the school was perhaps the_ best 
medium for educating the public in 
the meaning of planning. e neces- 
sity for every child to have a well-de- 
veloped appreciation of the fact that his 
or her own environment needed design- 
ing and planning, was of paramount im- 
portance. 


Planning Practically. 

Seconding the vote, Mr. J. R. Howarp 
ROBERTS (also a vice-president), speaking 
‘*more as an onlooker than a planner,”’ 
said the President had very wisely given 
advice on the subject of consultation in 
the preparation of a plan. There were 
people who said that the planner usually 
consulted the wrong people, that he was 
apt to attach his wagon to a star and 
neglect to consult those people who were 
concerned with the more sordid aspects 
of planning, such as costs and values and 
suilodia of that kind. He had heard it 
suggested that planners would be well 
advised, whilst continuing to be idealists, 
in’ endeavouring to reach those ideals 
to pay more attention to those more 
sordid aspects, and that es should con- 
sult their engineering colleagues’ and 
other experts on various matters allied 
to planning, before the plan was pre- 
pared. Perhaps it would be as well if 
planners sometimes gave more attention 
to this question of cost. If there were 
two ways of reaching an ideal, ‘one of 
which was expensive and the other was 
not so expensive, obviously the latter 
would have more appeal to those who had 
to make the final decision. 

There was one aspect of the question 
of the relationship of the planner to 
the planned-for in which the attitude of 
a section of the public needed to be 
broken down. That was the impression 
that many people had that the planner 
existed not so much to help development 
as deter and obstruct developers. It was 
the kag A of the planning consultant to 
advise the developer as to how he could 
get round difficulties which, apparently, 
were put in his way by the planner who 
advised the local authority. 
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SURVEYORS—DURING THE 


WAR AND AFTER 


MR. E. B. GILLETT’S PRESIDENTIAL 
ADDRESS 


Tue first presidential address to the 
Chartered Surveyors’ Institution since 
1938 was delivered by Mr. E. B. Gillett on 
November 12, when there was present Sir 
John Oakley, President in 1918, in whose 
firm Mr. Gillett is to-day a partner. 

The President first surveyed the work 
of the members during the war. Educa- 
tion and examination of new entrants 
continued, entries never falling much 
below 1,000, an annual figure that 
compared with about 50 in the last war. 
He touched on the work of the War 
Damage Commission, and in particular 
the efforts of Sir Malcolm Trustram Eve 
‘“‘ whose feat in building up from nothing 


a vast organisation to,administer a wholly ° 


novel and intricate — experiment 
... fairly deserves the adjective super- 
human.” The Poor Man’s Valuer Asso- 
ciation, the Claims Commission (pre- 
sided over by Major-General H. C. Cole), 
the work of the Quantity Surveyors’ Com- 
mittee, especially their work for the war 
buildings programme and the Code of 
Measurement for Building Work in Small 
Houses ”; and the work of the Institu- 
tion’s branches were also referred to. 


The Future 

Turning to the future, the President 
spoke of various developments in which 
the members of the Institution were con- 
cerned. 

ORDNANCE SuRVEY Maps: They looked 
forward (he said) with keen interest to 
the new ordnance survey maps. Some 
might regret the passing of certain types 
of map with which we were familiar, but 
as against that we should enjoy new and 
up-to-date maps related to international 
cartographic methods by the adoption of 
the grid system, and produced to the 
high standards which one expected and 
had always obtained from British map- 
makers. It was fervently to be honed 
that the Government would recognise the 
urgent need for revising and correcting 
at frequent intervals the maps to be used 
for housing, planning and development 
purposes. 

RatinG : The long-postponed revaluation 
for rating purposes would soon, presum- 
ably, be put in hand and thus engage the 
attention of rating surveyors, whose 
technical problems, especially that of 
securing uniformity in assessment, would 
not be lessened by the extended scope of 
the Rent Restriction Acts. 


GENERAL VALUATION: In the general field 
of valuation, we had the aftermath of re- 
quisitionings and the numerous problems 
of valuation, wenn an almost entirely 
new technique, which had arisen from 
war damage legislation. One could not 
help pausing to wonder for how long sur- 
veyors would be required to value as at 
March 31, 1939, and whether and how 
they should do it in 1955 or later. 

“* PORTABLE ’’ Cost OF WORKS PAYMENTS : 
While on the subject of war damage, re- 
ference might perhaps be permitted to 
cases classified ag ‘‘Cost of Works,” 
which were converted to value payments 
in the public interest, such as for a road- 
widening or improvement scheme. Such 
cases imposed real hardship on those with 
proprietary interests in the claim. In the 
view of many surveyors there was no 
justification, except absence of statutory 
authority, for refusing to treat such cases 
on a cost of works basis if the building 
was re-erected on a different site. It was 
true that “‘ portable’ cost of works pay- 
ments were not permitted by the Wa1 
Damage Act as it stands, but that was not 
an answer to those who had to suffer in 
the public interest. The Act should be 
amended so that they should not suffer. 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING: Town 
and Country Planning had been described 
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as the application of commonsense to 
technical knowledge. The problems 
which it raised were largely novel and 
without precedent. The Minister of Town 
and Country Planning was now working in 
close co-operation with some members of 
the Institution on the problems, especi- 
ally as affecting towns which had large 
areas of war damage, with a view to 
guidance of the authorities concerned. 
“ Whether it be a good thing or a bad 
thing for large, central and highly valu- 
able urban areas to pass permanently into 
public hands, I find it diflicult to see,” 
said the President, ‘“‘ how reconstruction 
could properly be achieved otherwise 
than by the vesting of the areas affected 
in a single ownership. The solution calls 
for vision and courage as well as expert 
skill. Mistakes will be made, but they 
can be minimised by adapting the tried 
principles of estate management to these 
problems, novel though they may be.” 


APPLICATION TO REGISTER 


AS ARCHITECT 


FALSE REPRESENTATION 


At the Leominster (Herefordshire) 
Borough Magistrates’ Court on Thursday, 
November 15, Thomas Charles Welch, 
Hillside-road, Mossley Hill, Liverpool, 
entered a plea of not guilty to a charge 
preferred against him by the Registrar of 
the Architects’ Registration Council, that 
on June 15, 1945, he wilfully attempted to 
procure himself to be registered under 
the Architects (Registration) Act, 1931, by 
making false representation in writing. 

Mr. Maurice Ahern, who conducted the 
case for the prosecution, explained that 
defendant was sent a form to be com- 
pleted. This had to have on it six certifi- 
cates signed by architects to say that the 
applicant was a proper man to be regis- 
tered as an architect. The form was 
returned with only two signatures, and it 
was sent back for defendant to obtain 
four other signatures. When it came 
back, the Council found that one of the 
signatures was that ofa person who was not 
a registered architect, so another form 
was sent and defendant was asked to get 
it signed by an architect, and he was told 
that his anplication would then be con- 
sidered. The form came back with the 
signature of a certain Mr. Morley, who 
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was a well-known architect employed by 
the Liverpool Corporation. Due to cir- 
cumstances, the application could not be 
dealt with for some years, and it was not 
until this year that inquiries were made 
by the Council, and they were astonished 
to find that Mr. Morley denied all know- 
ledge of the defendant or of having signed 
the form, The Council wrote defen nt 
asking if Mr. Morley was, in fact, the 
Mr. Morley ‘employed by the Liverpool 
Corporation, and Welch replied—and this 
letter was the substance of the charge— 
“Yes, the Mr. Morley whose name 
appears on that form is, I think, Mr. 
Morley employed by the Liverpool Cor- 
poration.”” Mr. Ahern added that the 
letter was posted from Leominster, and 
that was the reason for bringing the case 
in the Leominster Borough Magistrates’ 
Court. He commented on the seriousness 
of the charge, and asked the Justices, if 
they were satisfied after hearing the evi- 
dence, that the case had been proved, to 
inflict the maximum penalty (£50). 
Evidence was given by Mr. Pembroke 
Wicks, Registrar to the Architects’ Regi- 
stration Council; by Mr. Baden Powell, 
Leominster, who attended on subpoena, 
and said the signature on the letter was, 
to the best of his knowledge, that of the 
defendant, whom he first met at Hereford 
about four years ago; and by Mr. Francis 
H. Morley, A.R.I.B.A., Liverpool, who 
said he could not recollect that he had 
even seen the defendant before that day in 
Court. It was totally untrue to say that 
he had known the defendant for four 
years. He had never signed any applica- 
tion form or certificate on behalf of 
Welch, and he did not sign the form. 
Defendant told the Magistrates that in 
1941 he sent the certificate to Mr. Morley 
c/o the Liverpool City Housing Depart- 
ment, and to the best of his recollection 
it was returned to him fairly quickly, 
within a week, and he sent it off to the 
Registrar. The form was returned to him 
at Nottingham, and it had been signed. 
In reply to Mr. Ahern, defendant said it 
might be something less than two years 
that he was employed by the Liverpool 
Corporation. He was a clerk of works. 
In reply to further questions, defendant 
said he did not ask the Court to believe 
that somebody in the employ of the Liver- 
pool Corporation wrote Mr. Morley’s 
signature on the form, adding that he did 
not know what happened to it. He sent it 
through the post. He was not familiar 
with Mr. Morley’s signature. 
The Bench imposed a fine of £50 (the 
maximum amount) and ordered de- 
fendant to pay £25 towards the costs. 


Students’ Visit to Joinery Works. 

A party of students from Hammersmith 
School of Building recently visited the 
works of Messrs. R. Cattle, Ltd., at North 
Acton. The party was in charge of Mr. 
W. Breeze, instructor ‘in carpentry and 
joinery at the school, and was conducted 
round the mill, joiners’ shop and auto- 
matic turning department, in small groups. 
The students were keenly interested in all 
the work being carried out, especially such 
items as cased frames and_ handrail 
wreaths, and, in the mill, in the use of 
modern high-production machines. 


A Firm’s Dinner. 

A victory dinner to staff and employees 
was given by the Biddle Group of Com- 
panies at the Connaught Rooms, W.C., on 
a recent occasion. The dinner was attended 
by the Mayor of Finsbury, Mr. Barrett, 
and Mr. J. Platt-Mills, M.P. for Fins- 
bury. In the course of a speech, Mr. Platt- 
Mills referred to the companies’ extensive 
output of ‘‘ Vectair’’ heating, ventilating, 
cooling and other equipment to the 
Government’s Service departments. The 
value of war-time contracts carried out 
by the Biddle Group, he said, considerably 
exceeded £1,000,000. 
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BUILDING MATERIALS AND 


HOUSING COMPONENTS 


USE OF TIMBER 

A circular (205/45) on this subject, 
issued by the Ministry of Health, states 
that the Minister has had under con- 
sideration, in consultation with the 
Minister of Supply, the amount of timber 
which, having regard to existing and 
probable future supplies, can be made 
available for housing. As local authori- 
ties are aware, timber, especially soft- 
wood and plywood, has been in short 
“supply during the war years. It is ex- 
pected that this shortage will persist for 
some time to come, and it will therefore 
be necessary to exercise careful economy 
in the use of timber so as to ensure that 
the supplies available are fairly and 
evenly distributed. 

It has been decided that, except as re- 
gards softwood for multiple tenement 
flats, the maximum amounts of timber for 
all purposes which can be allowed for 
new dwellings erected by local authorities 
should be as follows :— (a) Softwood, two 
standards per 1,000 superficial feet floor 
area; (b) plywood, 450 square feet per 
dwelling; -(c) hardwood, 10 cu. ft. per 
dwelling. The Minister 1s satisfied that 
it will often be possible to use less than 
the permitted amounts of timber without 
detriment to sound and efficient building, 
e.g., in connection with special methods 

ion in floors and roofs; and 


of constructi 
savings should be effected wherever 


possible. 

The softwood requirements for multiple 
tenement flats will be dealt with on the 
merits of each particular scheme. 

As regards hardwood, sufficient home 
grown hardwood for a 10 ft. length per 
house of close boarded fencing, not ex- 
ceeding 6 ft. in height, may be allowed, 
as an extra to the amount specified in 
paragraph 2 (c) in special cases, to give 
privacy. Home grown hardwood fence 
posts for site enclosure are also permis- 
sible, and these can be obtained on appli- 
cation to the Timber Control Area Officer 
without a certificate to purchase. 

The local authorities are requested, 
when forwarding house tenders and spe- 
cifications for the Minister’s approval, to 
submit a statement showing in the aggre- 
gate the amounts of softwood, plywood 
and hardwood which will be required. It 
is important that timber should only be 
drawn as and when needed. The timber 


requirements of the local authority 
should, therefore, be spaced out over the 
contract period, giving the amounts 


needed during the quarter in which the 
tenders are submitted and during each 
succeeding quarter. In this way, it will 
be possible to avoid an undue depletion 
of supplies at a time when it may be 
difficult for merchants to meet all de- 
mands made upon them. Care will be 
taken to ensure that timber certificates 
are issued by the department in good time 
to enable the requisite amounts of timber 
to be purchased as building work pro- 
ceeds. 


STEEL AND CAST IRON 


It has hitherto been necessary for local 
authorities to obtain from the depart- 
ment authorisations on Form ‘“M”’ for 
steel and cast iron to enable them to pur- 
chase a wide variety of building materials 
and components used in house construc- 
tion. These arrangements have been 
altered and the only items for which 
authorisation on Form “M”’ is now re- 
quired are set out below. Other materials 
and components should be obtained 
through normal trade channels. 

Cast iron pipes*, electric cable, conduit 
(excluding boxes and fittings), galvan- 
ised iron pipes*, steel pipes*, construc- 
tional steel (sheets, strip reinforcing 
materials, etc.), plain castings (complete 





* Excluding gas pipes, for which authorisa- 
—_ are given by the Ministry of Fuel and 
ower. 
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from foundry ready for use, e.g., rain- 
water and soil goods, manhole covers and 
frames). 

As with timber, local authorities should 
state when submitting proposals to the 
Minister for approval, whether for new 
houses or the repair or conversion or 
adaptation of existing houses, the aggre- 
gate amounts of steel and cast iron needed 
in relation to the items mentioned above 
when an authorisation on Form “M” 
will be granted to cover the issue of the 
steel and cast iron required. 


GENERAL 

Having regard to the supply position, 
and the possibility of delay in the delivery 
of many manufactured goods, local 
authorities should arrange with their con- 
tractors for orders to be placed with 
manufacturers or other suppliers as early 
as possible, so that the goods may be 
delivered on to the site in good time for, 
use when needed. 


School of Anatomy, Cambridge University. 

In connection with the above building, 
illustrated in our issue of November 9, 
we are asked to state that the lift instal- 
lation was carried out by Messrs. J. and 
E. Hall, Ltd., Dartford. 


Concrete Surface Finishes. 

The Reinforced Concrete Association 
issue from 94, Petty France, §.W.1, 
Technical Paper No. 4, ‘Concrete Sur- 
face Finishes,” price 2s. 6d. 


Change of Address. 

The address of the Wood Wool Building 
Slab Manufacturers’ Association is now 
11, Ironmonger-lane, E.C.2 (telephone, 
Royal 3288), where all inquiries and appli- 
cations for technical information should 
be made. 


A Correction. 

We are asked to state in regard to the 
accepted tender for 86 houses on the Silk- 
more Estate, Stafford, published in our 
issue for November 9 that, the address of 
Messrs. Lewis and Watters, builders, is 
Lime-avenue, Lillington, Leamington 
Spa, and not as given.. 
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FEDERATION OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 
HOUSING AND PRIVATE ENTERPRISE. 

Mempers of the Federation of Master 
Builders made their opinion of the Govern- 
ment’s housing policy abundantly clear to 
Mr. Lewis Silkin (Minister of Town and 
Country Planning) when the latter 
attended their quarterly luncheon on Mon- 
day at the Connaught Rooms. 

Sm Harry Setey (President), entering 
a plea for allowing the builders freedom 
to erect houses to sell, asked the Minister 
not to tie up building with one-class 
houses. All classes should be considered 
in the building programme. The Govern- 
ment should take off the brake and enable 
builders to help local authorities so that 
they could get on with the job of making 
the nation happy, peaceful, and well- 
housed. The Government should also 
investigate the thousands of rooms held by 
the redundant staffs of Ministries. 

Mr. SILKIN opened his speech with a 
survey of the aims of his Ministry. He 
believed that the task of a Minister of 
Town and Country Planning was. not to 
wait and see what the builders proposed— 
and then tell them what they were not to 
do—but rather to make known the prin- 
ciples of land use in town and country 
until every developer became himself an 
exponent of planning. 

After speaking on the principles of 
planning in relation to layout and design, 
the Minister said : ‘‘As you listen you may 
be thinking to yourselves that this is all 
very well, but that you as builders have 
at the moment very little opportunity to 
initiate housing schemes. (Cries of ‘‘ Hear, 
hear,” and ‘“‘Why?’’) I would suggest 
that the principal reason is that the cry- 
ing need at the moment is for low-cost 
houses for letting. (Cries of ‘‘No! They 
want houses to buy as well.”’) You may 
say that, but the speculative builder can- 
not dictate to the nation what is to be 
provided. You say you will provide houses 
for sale, but we say what is needed is 
houses to let at low rent.’ 

In response to cries of ‘‘ Why?” from 
the audience, the Minister continued : 
‘* Because the vast majority of people need 
them. You may know a great deal about 
building, but I have made myself ac- 
quainted with the people’s needs, and I 
am satisfied that what they want at the 
present time in enormous quantities are 
houses to let. (Shouts of ‘“‘And to buy.’’) 
I am afraid we must agree to differ, but 
I am sure I am right. I believe it is pos- 
sible that you can build the type of house 
which the nation needs. If you will be 
willing to provide what is needed at the 
present time, I for one will be prepared 
to give you every possible help.”’ 

A vote of thanks was proposed by the 
CHAIRMAN, and seconded by ALDERMAN 
A. E, Attaway (Lord Mayor of Ports- 
mouth). No builder worthy of the name 
objected to town planning (said the latter), 
but in his area he had found that the 
Minister’s representatives would give one 
decision in one place and a different one 
in another. As for the housing situation, 
if the Ministry of Works had given one- 
third of the time and thought spent on 
temporary housing to permanent housing, 
we should not be in the position we were 
to-day (‘‘ Hear, hear’’). As for houses to 
let, so far as Portsmouth was concerned, 
Hitler did not know when he tombed it 
whether he was bombing the dock-workers’ 
houses or any other. To-day they had 
11,000 people waiting for accommedation, 
and very little to offer them. Requisition- 
ing and sub-division were but sops. What 
was needed was houses that private enter- 
prise could provide. 
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CIVIL ENGINEERING ; 
CONTRACTORS 


PAYMENT BY RESULTS 


A SPECIAL general meeting of the Federa- 
tion of Civil Engineerin Sontrasors was 
held at the Dorchester Hotel, London, on 
November 20. : 


The President, Sir Henry T. Hottoway, 
said the Federation had lost no time in 
establishing contact with Ministers of the 
new Government, principally the Minister 
of Works and the Minister of Labour. 
Regarding the  Ministr of Works, 
throughout the war the Federation had 
been represented on the Building Pro- 
gramme Joint Committee which kept the 
progranime for all building works. re- 
quired under review. This body had now 
completed its work and had been re- 
placed by a new committee which would 
be called “The Building and Civil 
Engineering Advisory Committee.” Its 
function would be to keep the peace-time 
construction programme under review 
and to aid the Ministry in planning work 
so as to equate the labour force available 
in any given area with the work requiring 
to be done in that area. During the diffi- 
cult process of changing industry over 
from a war-time basis to peace-time con- 
ditions, it was particularly necessary that 
employers and operatives should co- 
operate closely. A revised Working Rule, 
Agreement had been agreed between the 
Employers and the Operatives which had 
come into force during the last month. 


Increasing Output. 


BricaDIER J. L. FRencu, C.B.E., the 
Chairman of the Federation, referred in 
the course of his remarks to proposals 
which had been submitted to the Ministry 
of Works by the Civil Engineering Con- 
struction Conciliation Board to increase 
output in the civil engineering industry. 
These proposals were particularly valu- 
able since they were the agreed and con- 
sidered opinion both of the employers of 
civil engineering labour and of the civil 
engineering operatives themselves. To 
increase output, in the opinion of the 
Joint Board, several things were neces- 
sary. First it was essential to get back to 
the old system of competitive tendering. 
This would lead to a general speed-up in 
organisation, supervision and production, 
The cost-plus method had reduced enter- 
prise and initiative in both employers and 
employees. Greater efficiency would also 
be secured as soon as men were free to 
choose their employers and employers 
their men. There would be an increase 
in output when men could work where 
they pleased for the statutory working 
week. The speedy return of men from the 
Forces was essential, especially fit young 
men who, by the force of their example, 
would increase production and set a 
quicker pace for work done by gangs of 
labourers. Both employers and operatives 
were agreed that the system of payment 
by results, for which all the standing 
agreements in .the industry provided, 
should be restored and would materially 
assist greater output by providing an in- 
centive for the keen and good workman. 


Lastly, the employers and operatives both ; 


fully appreciated the importance of wel- 
fare requirements being provided on 
works of civil yo argon construction. 
Already their agreed welfare conditions 
preg these requirements to a very large 
extent. . 


Str Matcotm McA.LpPrIne addressed the 
meeting on the subject of Opencast Coal 
Mining. The debt the nation owed to this 
activity would be appreciated when it was 
realised that, since the start of this 
method of mining, over 21,000,000 tons of 
coal had been obtained by opencast coal 
working. The Ministry of Fuel and Power 
were actively encouraging this form of 
mies and the Federation had opened a 
special department to liaise with the 
Ministry concerned and to assist all mem- 
bers engaged in this activity. 
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A NEW HOIST, 


A NEW INVENTION 


LIFTING GEAR 

Tue provision of a suitable lifting gear 
for hoisting the lighter loads, such as 
bricks, mortar, etc., is a problem fre- 
quently encountered in the building trade, 
and to overcome it the Metal Agencies 
Co., Ltd., of Bristol, have patented the 
‘* Rota-Hoist ’’—a novel method of raising 
bricks, or other materials, from ground 
level to any part of a scaffolding. 

The hoist consists essentially of a beam, 
built up mainly from four steel pressings 
welded together and to a central boss. 
A pressed steel rope pulley of 8 in. dia- 
meter is provided at each end of the beam, 
which is journalled, at its centre, on a 
mild steel pin, the upper end of which 
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is domed to bear on a spherically-shaped 

hosphor bronze thrust member in the 
soe g The latter fits directly into the 
bore of any tubular scaffold pole, thus 
enabling the beam to swing through a ~ 
complete Circle on a horizontal plane. 
Since the beam, with its pulleys, is of a 
very light weight, it is easily placed in 
position on the scaffolding. 

The ‘ Rota-Hoist’’ has a working 
capacity of 2 cwt., and the pulleys are 
arranged ‘to give.a 2 to 1 ratio, so that 
the weight of each load is reduced by 50 
per cent. Various types of grips, slings, 
and containers can be provided to suit the 
loads to be handled. 


HOLIDAYS SCHEME 


MANAGEMENT 


ANNUAL MEETING 


Mr. W. H. Forsprke, acting chairman, 
eng at the annual meeting of the 

uilding and Civil Engineering Holidays 
Scheme Managemént Co., Ltd., held at 82, 
New Cavendish-st., W.1, announced that 
the Board of Management had appointed 
their new Independent Chairman in the 
place of the late Sir Clement D. M. Hind- 
ley, and thereupon _ introduced Sir 
Frederick W. Leggett, C.B. Among his 
many Le ges es he instanced that 
Sir Frederick, who recently retired from 
the Deputy Secretaryship of the Ministry 
of Labour and National Service, had been 
connected with industria] relations since 
1911, serving as Private Secretary to Sir 
George Askwith and as the British 
Government’s Delegate to the Inter- 
hational Labour Conference, 1929-1944, 
Chairman of the Governing Body, Inter- 
national Labour Office, 1937-8, and with 
Sir Lionel Earle was British Government 
representative at the Paris Conference of 
International Building and Public Works 
employers and was Chairman of the 
negotiations for the Uniformity Agree- 
ment in the Building Industries. 

Sir FREDERICK responded, stating that 
he considered it a great honour and privi- 
lege to be elected Independent Chairman 
of the company and said how pleased he 
was‘to continue his association with the 
building industry with which he had had 
close personal contact over a long period 
of years. 

In moving the adoption of the directors” 
report and accounts, MR. FORSDIKE 
pointed out that it was not possible to 
make comparison between the period 
under review with the previous year as the 
latter was only in respect of part of an 
accounting period representing nine 
weeks. It would be observed from the 
balance-sheet that the sale of stamps 
amounted to £1,569,673 17s. 6d., being 
£164,048 17s. less than in the preceding 
year. This drop in sales resulted from 
various causes such as wastage of person- 
nel to H.M. Forces and transfers from the 
industry to other employments under 
direction of the Defence Regulations. The 
income from investments had increased 
from £17,864 14s.-to £33,750 because of their 
maintenance over a period of 12 months 
in contrast to the previous period when 
the investments were being built up. The 
cost of administration had increased from 
£19,537 17s. 6d. to £32,258 3s. 9d., which re- 
flected the difference between costs in- 
curred in respect of a nine-week card and 
one covering a period of 52 weeks. After 
charging the whole of the income tax to 
the administrative account there was left 
an excess of expenditure over revenue of 
£15 10s. The board had decided to effect 
an all-risks insurance on stamps and 
stamped cards, the primary consideration 
being to indemnify the trust against 
possible losses. 

The report and accounts were adopted. 
A resolution of appreciation and thanks 
was passed to Mr. W. H. Forsdike for his 
able services as acting chairman of the 
company. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


BLACKHEAD.—Alterations and extensions to 
Miners’ Welfare, for which the architect is Mr. 
. D. Jack, 46, Carlton-pl., Glasgow. _ 
GLASGOW.—Corporation to erect dining-hall, 
etc., at Galston-st., for which the architect is 
John MacNab, 29, Bath-st., Glasgow.—Plans in 
hand for reconstruction and additions to 
factory at Sutcliffe-rd., Anniesland, for Hender- 
son Bros., Ltd., Cyro Works, for which the archi- 
tects are Watson, Salmond & Gray, 11, Union-st. 
LARKHALL.—New house to be built at The 
Toll, for which the architect is Mr. Andrew 
Prana 1, Carleside-rd., Birkenhead, Lark- 
all. 


NORTH MOUNT VERNON,—New house at 
Carrick-dr., for which the architects are Messrs. 
oo Davidson & Son, 6, Academy-st., Coat- 

ridge. 

UDDINGSTON.—Alterations, additions and 
conversion of school at Dykehead, for which the 
architect is Mr. John Kennedy, 108, High Blan- 
tyre-fd., Burnbank. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open,» but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
DECEMBER 5. 
tWrexham.—106 houses on ‘various sites. 
D. E. Edwards, E., Imperial-bldgs., Wrexham. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 18. 
DECEMBER 6. 
t+Malmesbury T.C.—20 houses at, Pool Gastons. 
F. J. Weston, Deputy T.C. Dep. £2 2s. 
y DECEMBER 7. 
tAlnwick R.D.C.—Site works and erection of 
34 houses at Shilbottle. R. Rothwell, C., Old 
Court-bldgs. ’ 


t*West Ham C.B.—Rebuilding 16 dwellings at’ 


St. Clair and St. Quintin roads. T. E. North, 
Boro. A. and Planning Officer, 100, West Ham- 
la., E.15. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 8. 

t*Gios. C.C.—Erection of prefabricated hutting 
as canteen at Cirencester Grammar School. 
County A., Shire Hall, Gloucester. Dep. £2 2s. 
_ Kearsley U.D.C.—28 houses on 2 sites. E. and 


; ep. £2. 

Merthyr Tydfil T.C.—54 houses at Bryngerwn, 
Quakers. Yard, together with roads, sewers, 
etc., and 8 houses under apprenticeship scheme 
at Galon Uchaf. B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 

t*Newmarket R.D.C.—Erection of Swedish 
houses with site works, etc. C., Council Offices. 
Tenders by January 2. 

Shefheld T.C.—142 houses at Parson Cross 
estate, scheme 5/1. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 10. 

Congleton T.C.—30 houses, Bromley Farm 
estate. J. Hood, B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Gosport T.C.—150 houses at Bridgemary site. 
ee in writing to B.E. and S. Dep. 

s. 


t*Hertford R.D.C.—24 houses in 4 districts. 
C., 20, Castle-st., Hertford. Dep. £3. 

“Leeds 1.C.—Adaptation of cottages into 
Medical _ Superintendent’s Residence, St. 
George’s Infirmary, Kothwell. Superintendent of 
Works and Buildings, 125, Béckett-st., Leeds, 9. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

os m Labourers’ Dwellings, Ltd., 31 
houses at Northumberland Heath site, Barne- 
hurst, Kent. Davis, Belfield and Everest, 
Quantity Surveyors, 9, Ashley-pl., London, 8.W.1. 

Normanton U.D.C.—40 houses at Dalefield-rd. 
Cc. Dep. £2 2s. ’ 

*Upton-on-Severn R.D.C.—30 houses on 4 sites. 
Pemberton and Bateman (F. and A.), 29, High- 
st., Evesham. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 11. : 

Whiston R.D.C.—62 houses in 4 sections. 
Watson Garbutt, A.M.L.Struct.E., S. and Archi- 
tect. Dep £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 12. : 

Batley T.C.—i4 houses, Healey-la. site. B.E. 

Belfast T.C.—120 houses in 3 contracts. Edu- 
cation Architect, Room 15, E Floor, College of 
Technology. Dep. £5 5s. 

tEnfield U.D.C.—38 houses at Addison-rd. 
F. Lee, A.M.Inst.C.E., E. and §., 7 Little Park- 
gdns., Enfield. Dep. 22 2s. Tenders by Jan. 7. 
Garstang R.D.C.—12 houses on 2 sites. W. M 
Kelly, E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stalybridge T.C.—(a) 2 blocks of 4 houses; 
(b) 1 block of 10 houses; (c) 1 block of 6 houses 
at Millbrook site. Howard and Benson, Archi- 
tects, 88. Mosley-st., Manchester. Dep. £2 2s. 

West Bromwich C.B.—52 houses, Harvills Haw- 
thorn estate. B.E. and 8. Dep. £1 1s. 

DECEMBER 13. 

Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C.—4 houses 
at Harrow-rd. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C.—Comple- 
tion of partly built house to form 2 flats at 
Harrow-gdns. E. and §. 
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BUILDERS’ REGISTRATIONS 
CANNOT BE SOLD 


CERTIFICATES BELONG TO THE 
GOVERNMENT. 


A suiLpeR cannot sell his certificate 
to trade as a builder on going out of 
business. This is the decision of the 
Government, announced through the 
Ministry of Works to the National 
Federation of Building. Trades Em- 
ployers. The official announcement ‘is 
as follows :— 

A Certificate of Registration issued 
under the Regulation. is the property 
of H.M. Government, and is neither 
transferable: ‘nor purchasable. 
builder registered under the Regula- 
tion whose business has: been closed 
down, or who is no longer operating 
his business, should etn the Depart- 

‘ment, and should return his Certificate 
of Registration. : 

“When a registered builder sells his 
business, he must return his Certificate 
of Registration. The ag wg should 
at the same time apply for the regis- 
tration by filling in the usual applica- 
tion form and supplying evidence of 
purchase, which usually takes the form 
of a letter from the seller or a solici- 
tor’s letter.” 











DECEMBER 4. 
*Southend-on-Sea C.B.—17 pairs of houses in 
3 contracts at Prince-ave. B.E. Dep. £2 each 


contract. 
—— 15. P es 
*Barnstaple T.C.—80 houses in 4 groups 
Tresise’s Field. W. G. Douch, A.M.I.C.E., B.S. 
. £2 2s. ’ , 
DRsen R.D.C.—Erection of 4 pairs Swedish 
houses and site works, etc., at Goldhanger. S&., 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
Millom R.D.C.—28 houses’ at Town Head, 
Haverigg. S§. and Sanitary Inspetor. Dep. 
£2 2s 


2s. 

h U.D.C.—74 houses at  Salters-la., 
Batehley estate. A. W. Loveday, F.I.A.A. (Love- 
day, Smith and Perrins), 10, Unicorn Hill, 
Redditch. Dep. £5. ; Mi 

*Wantage R.D.C.—42 houses in 4 districts. 8. 

Ss. 

Oecme Bay U.D.C.—26 houses at Roker-ave. 
J. A. Bowden, S. Dep. £2 2s. 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 





SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffotding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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DECEMBER 17. 


Chorley R.D.C.—8 Swedish houses at 2 sites. « 


W. Groves, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

oreyenn C.B.—(1) 42 -houses, Long Heath; 
(2) 32 houses, The Glade; (3) 180 houses in 4 
sections, Ashburton estate. B.E. 

*Norwich T.C.—17 groups of housés (400 
aa n all) at Tuckswood-la. estate. City 

. Dep. £1. 3 

Oakengaies U.D.C.—60 houses on 3 sites. 
M. 8. Lee, M.Inst.M.& Cy.E., Council Offices, 

# m and Cheam T.C.—6 houses at Old- 
fields-rd., Sutton. N. H. Michell, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 18. 

*Hackney B.C.—Rebuilding 5 flats at_Wren’s 
Park House, Warwick-gr. W. G. H. Goodwin 
(L.), Housing Manager. Dep. £2 2s. (For 
special conditions see advertisement.) 
T.C.—136 houses at Brook House 
estate. City A. and Director of Housing, 
Blackburn-chrs., Dale-st., Kingsway, Liver- 
pool, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 19. s 

*Glanford Brigg R.D.C.—14 houses at Winter- 
ingham. Buttrick and Buttrick (F. and A.), 
Chartered Architects, 43, Oswald-rd., Scunthorpe. 
Dep. £2. 

Weymouth and Melcombe Regis T.C.—28 
houses at Fleet View, Westhill-rd., Wyke Régis. 
B.E. and §., 6, Pulteney-bldgs., Weymouth. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Dep. £3 3s. 


DECEMBER 21. 

*Beaminster R.D.C.—10 houses at 3. sites. 
R. L. Palmer (A.), Morecambelake, Bridport. 
Dep. £2 2s. : 

*Halstead U.D.C.—14 pairs of houses at 
Mitcheli-ave. A. E. Wiseman (F.), 10, Duke-st., 
Chelmsford. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 27. 

*Marlow U.D.C.—26 houses at Seymour Park- 

d C. Kelvin Smith, M-.Inst.M.& Cy.E., S§. 


rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 28. 

Liandilo R.D.C.—Contract No. 1—16 houses, 
Blaenau-rd., Contract No. 2—construction of 
roadway, etc., Blaenau-rd., Contract No. 3—12 
houses, Cefngrug, Saron, Llianpebie, Conttact 
No. 4—roadway, etc., Cefngrug, Saron. R. P. 
Walters, S. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 29. 

Haverhill U.D.C.—20 houses and 8 bungalows 
at Helions Park. D. C. Denton-Smith, Archi- 
tect, 40, Regent-st., Cambridge. Dep. £3 3s. 

Sutherland €.C.—Work in various ‘trades for 
60 houses at Golspie and Brova. E. W. Brannen 
(L.), County A., Dornoch. 

DECEMBER 31. 

Gloucester R.D.C.—24 houses on 4 sites. Appli- 
cations in writing to C. D. Carus-Wilson, Hard- 
wicke, Glos. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Street U.D.C.—22 houses at 2 sites. N. H. H. 
Darby (A.), Westminster Bank-chbrs., Taunton. 


Dep. £2 2s 
NO DATE. 

Ladybank T.C.—Work in various trades for 
14 houses at Roselea-ter., West. L. A. Rolland, 
Chartered Architect and Quantity Surveyor, 47, 
High-st., Leven, Fife. 

Maidstone R.D.C.—12 pairs of houses at How- 
land-rd., Marden. E. and 8. 7 £2 2s. ~° 
.*Sidmouth U.D.C.—(1) Alterations and addi- 
tions at Lymebourne House ; (2) alterations and 
additions at County House, Sidford; (3) erection 
of 66 houses on 2 sites. ., Council oOffices. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
DECEMBER 10. 

*Battersea T.C.—Supply and erection of 
approx. 750 yds. of galvanised chain link 
fencing with reinforced concrete posts. B.E. 

eeds T.C.—Demolition of shelters. City E. 
DECEMBER 11. 
Bolsover U.D.C.—Demolition of shelters. 8. 
DECEMBER 12. 

West Bridgford U.D.C.—Demolition of 95 sur- 

face shelters. E. ad 8. Dep. £1 1s. 
TE 


NO DATE. 
Cambs C.C.—Deniolition of concrete road 
blocks, etc. County 8. ‘ 

*Harrow U.D.C.—Supply ‘of (a) sanitary 
fittings; (b) stoves and fireplaces; (c) iron- 
paneery and hardware for 100 houses. E, and 


ENGINEERING 

DECEMBER 14. - 

Eire ep pt Supply Board.—Civil construe- 
tion work of hydro-electric development of River 


Eire, Co. Donegal. . J. Dempsey, Secretary, 
60-62, Upper Mount-st., Dublin. Dep. 221. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
DECEMBER 7. 

Notts C.C.—C, 
DECEMBER 17. 
Wilts C.C.—County 8. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
DECEMBER 10. 

Prestwich T.C.—Construction of road and 
sewer at Kersal-rd. B.E. and 8. Dep. £5 5s. 

Walsingham 8.8 .0--taking of well 6 ft. dia. 
at Houghton 8t. Giles. A. P. I, Cotterell and 
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Son, 54, Victoria-st., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. 
2s. 

"7 DECEMBER 11. 

Herts—Roads and _ sewers at 

EB, and 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 12. 

Highworth R.D.C.—Laying approx. 814 lin. yds. 
of 2-in. asbestos cement pressure pil water 
main and 1,633 lin. yds. of 4-in. —_ lron pipe 
water main. E. and 8. Dep. 

Huntingdon R.D.C. for rm 0 No. “Linking 
trial.well in river, gravels and testing. Contract 
No. 2—Providing, laying and jointing approx. 
10 miles of water main. Contract No. 3—House 
service connection to mains. Pick, Everard, 
Keay and Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Macclesfield T.C.—Construction of main inter- 
cepting sewer. Willcox, Raikes and waseen. 
33, Gi. “Ch Charleg-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep 
£10 1 


rhe U.D.C.—Construction of sewers, etc., 
at Willaston disposal works. Williams and 


Welwyn, 
Woolmer-green. 


Clarke, epee. 6 and 6, Godstall-chrs., 
Chester. Dep. £2 2s. 
Rugeley U.D.C.—Construction of 10,000 lin. 


yds. of sewers, with manholes, pumping. ong 
rising main, disposal works, etc vans, 
Dep. £3 3s. 

St. Helens C.B.—Roads and sewers, East 
Lancashire-rd. B. and Water E. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 13. 

St. Austell R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 6 

housing sites. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMGBER 14. 
Folkestone 7.C.—Roads_ and _ sewers 
Shaftesbury-ave. and Wear Bay-rd. B.E. 
£2 2s. each scheme. 


DECEMBER 17. S 
Darwen T.C.—Renewal and extension of water 
a G. Ashton, A.M.I.C.E., Water E. Dep. 
£2 2 
*Portland U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. 
Whitstable U.D.C.—Foul and water sewers and 
brick manholes. Grimshill estate. S..and Water 
E Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 10. 
Kingsbridge R.D.C.—Laying mains and inci- 
dental works (three contracts). Lemon and 
Blizard, 24, Lockyer-st., Plymouth. Dep £3 3s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments marked 2 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked. t have been advertised in previous 


assues. 
‘ DECEMBER 5. 

*Colchester T.C.—General Foreman. 

DECEMBER 8. 
*Royston U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 
DECEMBER 10. : 

+Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—General Architectural 
Assistant. 

+ Kirkcaldy Se . ares 

DECEMBE 
+ Warwick he kachitecmmal Assistant. 
tWarwick C.C.—Clerk of Works. 
DECEMBER 12. | 

+Overseas Employment.—Quantity Surveyor, 
Government of Aden. 3 

+Southampton C.B.—Assistant Architects and 
Assistant Quantity Surveyor. 

+Southwark T.C.—(1) Permanent Senior 
Assistant Architect; (b) 3 Temporary Architec- 
tural Assistants; (c) «Temporary Assistant 
Quantity ee 

‘DECEMBER 14. 

*West Su: 06x C.C.—Assistant Master to teach 
Building Subjects at Junior Technical School 
for Building, Worthing. 

DECEMBER 15. 


at 
Dep. 


*North Riding €.C.—Technical Assistant, 
Grade C. 
DECEMBER 17. 
*Salford T.C.—2 Clerk of — 
DECEMBER 1 


*Lincoin T.C.—(1) Arehitectural Assistant, (2) 

Junior Architectural Assistant. 
rn 21. 

*Portsmouth T.C.—(a) Assistant Quantity 
Surveyor, (b) 3 Junior® Assistant Quantity Sur- 
veyors. 

*West Suffolk C.C. — (1) 
Assistant, (2) Building rast 

DECEMBER 2: 

“Kesteven C. en keebienel Assistant. 


DECEMBER 31. 

*Harris snatente, Preston.—Assistant Lec- 

turer in Building D 

*Melksham U.D.C.—36 _ houses. H. 

Loge a4 A.M.Inst.C.E., E., 8. and Amhitect, 
2 2s. 


Dep. 
JANUARY 15. 
*Buoks C.C.—County Architect. 
tSomerset C.C spies eames Officer. 


Architectural 


NO 
*Anglesey’ E.C.—(1) Paniet Assistant Archi- 
tect, (2) Senior Assistant Architect, (3) Junior 
Architectural Assistant. 
*Kent E.C.—Full-time Studio Master in De- 
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partment of Architecture, Medway School of 
Art and Crafts, Rochester. 

*L.C.C.—Surveyors for surveying land and 
er, levelling and contouring. 

Notts C.C.—Quantity Sarterses. 

*Overseas E yment.—(1) Inspector of 
Works, Tanganyika, P.W.P., (2) Quantity Sur- 
veyor. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Altrincham.—Layout for houses, off Stockport- 
rd., for Smith & Allcock, Ltd., 471, Chester-rd., 
Manchester 16. 

Bingley.—J. Brown & Son, builders, Manor 
House, Micklethwaite, propose houses at 
Micteihwaite. 

laydon-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to erect 114 houses 
at PW inlnton and 36 at Rowlands Gill. 

Bolton.—T.C. approved offices and steel chim- 
ney to works at Windley-st., for R. E. Roberts 
& Sons, Ltd. 

Bromsgrove.—Gerald Trust, Ltd., propose 123 
houses, 13 shops, garages, etc., at Gannow 


Green estate. 

Bury.—Bury Cinematograph Co., td., 
Knowsley-st., propose cinema at junction of 
Fox-st., Manor-st. and Walmersley-rd. 

Chadderton.—H. McConnell, builder, Western- 
rd., propose 190 houses at Atherley- -gr., Hollin- 
wood-av. 

Doncaster.—R.D.C. approved 54 houses at 
7 aes Warmsworth, for Marshall & Willey, 


Peis tactic Green Estates, Ltd., 193, 
Drayton Bridge-rd., W.13, to erect 44 flats at 
Cavendish-av., and 16 at Hathaway- gdns. Plans 
approved. 

Gateshead.—Extensions to be made to fectosy 
of Tyneside Safety Rays Co. Plans by J. 
Napper, 52, Eldon- Newcastle. 

Leicestershire.— Leite Committee propose 
additional Nurses’ Home at Bosworth Park In- 
firmary, at £23,000. Plans by W. Keay (F.), 
County A., 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. 

Newcastle.—Warehouse to be built at Welbeck- 
rd., for Lewis Bros. Plans by J. Cornelius, 
Elmfield- gdns., Gosforth, Newcastle. 

Risley.—Lancashire EC. propose conversion of 
Canada Hall hostel into two training colleges. 

Rochdale.—T.C. approved school dining 
centre at Townhead offices for Townhead school. 

Rowley Regis.—T.C. propose library and 
community centre at Throne: estate. 


paengeteld.—M. -_H. approved 60 houses, for 
St. Helens.—T.C. propose 54 houses at 
Windermere-av., Sorogold-st. 
Stockport.— approved 550 houses at 


Houldsworth estate, North Reddish, for 
Farley & Sons, builders, oe Longford-rd. West. 

——— and.—W. & T Milburn, 17, Fawcett- 

, Sunderland, have #3 in hand for factory 

at Pallion Trading Estate, for King’s (Sunder- 
land), Ltd.; and reconstruction of drapery store; 
for Binns, *Litd.—J. Potts & Son, 57, John-st., 
Sunderland, are architects for factory ‘at Strand- 
st. North, for Ward’s Paints, 

South Shields.—E.C. to erect secondary school, 
girls’ high schoo] and technical college. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. propose 500 houses at Stott 
estate, Flixton. 
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Weltaghereed . — R.D.C. propose housing 
estate at Irchester—Northamptonshire C.C. 
propose maternity home. 

Wollaston.—Scott, Bader & Co., Ltd., Chemi- 
cal Manufacturers, propose new works. 

Wrexham.—Welsh Department of M.E. pro- 
pees adaptation of buildings at Rhosnensney, 
for North Wales Training College for Teachers. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t+ Denotes provisionally | accepted. 
or 





t Denotes 7 

§ Denotes accepted subject to pa aa 

4 Denotes accepted by H Government 
departments, 

Basford.—26 houses at Selston R.D.C. J. J. 





Ellis, architect, Rock House, Stockhill-la.: tJ. 
Shaw and Co., Newdigate-st., Kimberley, 
Nottingham. 


Beverley.—40 houses for T.C. Anthony, Steel 
& Owen (AA.), Cogan-chbrs., Bowlalley-la., 
Hull. Specification by Rex Procter & Miller. 
18, Queen-sq., Leeds 2: *Paul Rhodes, Ltd., 
Park View Works, Cardigan-la., Leeds, £43, 134. 

Bootle.—24 flats at Booth-av. x & §.: 
*W. W. Kenney (Maghull), Ltd., 87, Liverpool- 
ry Pea Maghull, Lancs (subject to approval 

Bradford.—School kitchen and dining centre 
at Typersal school, Laisterdyke, for M.E.: 
*Edgar R. Gadie Dale-chbrs., radford. 

wpe Tw a .—Houses at Catshill estate, for 

Goodman, 8.: *J. & A. Brazier, 
tine Worcester-rd., Bromsgrove, £108,637. 


Brom ve.—Houses for R.D.C. H. T. W. 
Cough (L.), architect, 45, Newhall-st., Birming- 
ham 3; four at Cofton Hackett and two at 


Hopwood: *J. Mannion & Co., Olton, Birming- 
ham, £4,344 and £2,260; four at Beeley : *Harri- 
son Bros., Oswald-st., Redditch, £4,714. 

Dagenham. —108 houses and 10 bungalows at 
Thortons Farm estate: Borough Engineer and 
Surveyor, Dagenham B.C. 

Dublin.—204 houses at Ponnycarney estate, 
for Corporation: *H. & J. Martin, Ltd., £153,340. 
_ Gateshead.—66 houses: *J. Clark & Sons, New 
Seaham, Durham. . 

Hemsworth.—50 houses at South Elmsall, for 


K.D.C. §. Price, 8.: *Gibson Bros., Upton, nr. 
Pontefract. 
Houghton- iy a houses, for U.D.C.: 


*Direct labour, £72,319. 
un tn .—Central kitchen for school meals, for 
H. & J. R. Bradshaw, Hill-la., Blackley, 
Mancheowr 9. 


Lanchester.—22 houses at Burnhope, for 

..D.C.: *Direct labour. 

Leominster and Wi gmore.—32 houses, for 
R.D.C.: *G. Morris, Rrelands, Lancaster. 

Lichfield.—Houses for R.D.C. G. Rimand, 


S. 36 houses: *T. Richards ihasiacune Ltd., 
Walsall ; 12: *A. C. Smith, Shenstone, Lichfield. 
\London (Air Ministry). List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week-ended Novem- 
ber 24:—Heating and hot water installation: 
Wm. Freer, Ltd., London, W.C.1. 
{London (M .0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week ending November 15:— 
London: Fulham, Seco houses, W. F. Blay, 
Ltd., 27, Albermarie-st., London, W.1; Hackney. 
Arcon houses, vo Strong Ltd., 220-6, Bishops- 
gate, London, Greenwich, Arcon houses, 
Lavender MeMillan, mide 54, Cheam Common-rd., 
Worcester Park, Surrey; Chelsea, additional 
lavatory accommodation (Chelsea Hospital), John 
Garlick (1910), Ltd. 43, Sloane-st., London, 
S.W.1; Camberwell, Seco houses, Greenaway & 
Son, 265a, Lordship-la., London, ‘'S.E.22. Argyll-. 
shire: Western ag dining-rooms, George 
Wimpey. & Co., Ltd Chester-st., Eiabere 
Berkshire: New Windsor, Tarran S.A. 
houses, Greenwood Bros. (Builders), tid. Long- 
shaw- st., Warrington. Devon: Plymouth, Build- 
ing Trades training centre, Staverton. Builders, 
Ltd., Totnes, Duss. Durham : Stockton-on-Tees, 
Tarran houses, F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue 


Bridge-la., York. Essex: Walthamstow, * Arcon 
houses, A. E. Symes, ters-rd., 
Stratford, London, E.15. Ghintenpes Cardiff, 


temporary office building, W. E. Chivers & Sons, 


Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. Gloucester: Chipping Sod- 
bury, Aluminium houses, Stone & Co. (Bristol), 
Ltd., 140; Redlands-rd., Bristol. Hampshire : 
Southampton, Seco houses, Wm. T. Nicholis 
(Southern), Ltd., Tennyson-rd., Southampton. 
Herts : Watford, ‘Tarran houses, G. H. Kempster, 


Ltd., Beechwood Works, Beechwood-rise, Wat- 
ford. Kent : Gravesend, dining-room and kitchen, 
J. W. Ellingham, Lid., Spital-st., Dartford. 
Lancashire : Ulverston, Tarran houses, J. 
Seddon, Ltd., 3, Manchester-rd. West, Little Hul- 
ton, nr. Bolton: Radcliffe, Board of Trades train- 
ing “centre, J. Gerrard &Sons, Ltd., Swinton, Man- 
chester. Lines: Gainsborough, Tarran houses, 


‘H, Dorrington & Son, Spital-ter., Gainsborough. 


Midlothian : Edinburgh, Building Trades train- 
ing centre, MacTaggart & Mickel, Ltd., 
Bath-st., _ Zainbon h, 
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George-rd., Erdington, Birmingham. Staffs : 
Bilston, housing sites, Tarmac, Ltd., Etting- 
shall, Wolverhampton; Cannock, Arcon houses, 
John’ McLean Builders), Ltd., Coven, nr. 
Wolverhampton. Surrey : Reigate, central 








THE BUILDER 


‘kitchen, Pink & Oram, Endsleigh-rd., Merstham, 
Surrey. Warwickshire : Birmingham, 
houses, B, Whitehouse & Sons, Ltd., Park» House 
Works, Monument-rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
Yorks: Hayland Nethers Tarran house, T. Jen- 
kinson & Sons (Doncaster), Ltd., Bentley-rd., 
Doncaster, 

London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. for week ended November 17 :— 
Northumberland: Miscellaneous work, J. 
Surtees, Ltd., Shotley Bridge, Co. Durham. 
Norfolk: Miscetlaneous work, H. C. Greengrass 
and Sons, Ltd., Norwich. London: Miscellaneous 
work, J. Corrett and Son, Ltd., London, §.W.12; 
miscellaneous work, D. G. Somerville and Co. 
Ltd., London, 8.W.1. 

Manchester.—Additions to works at Harper- 
rd., Northern Etchells, for V. H. Iddon, Ltd.: 


Arcon . 


Roxby , 





November 30 1945 


Co-operation in House Building. 

As a result of a flying-bomb incident, 15 
houses on the Laing Estate in Pearswood- 
gardens, Stanmore, were a total loss. Six 
of these houses are now being rebuilt and 
are nearing completion. he owners 
adopted the recommended practice of 
forming into a i oe a pr rofessional 
navi who is oy Clare, 
L.R.I.B.A., of Pinner. A general spirit 
of co-operation between all concerned has 
greatly helped progress. The more fortu- 
nate house Owners in the vicinity offered 
their spare-time service in a practical 
manner, and even though it was not pos- 
sible to "accept this form of help the loca] 






































[Nasa 4 & Waarpen! Ltd., Victoria-st. Works, fi tchi ri sa oaetedk tis i 
penshaw, Manchester 11. re watching rota Was revi provide 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH Millom. —Kight ' houses parlour type and 12 the necessary watching of the building 
noe: ke ee og starerge. - for materials. Messrs. John Laing and Son, g 
of ankey, S.: *S. Sheldon, Lapstone- . N.W. i ild- 
rd. Millom, £7864’ and £11,268. =< , N.W.7, are carrying out the rebuild 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Rebuilding warehouse at ; De 
Wincombie-rd., for Tynecraft Industries, Ltd. ; arc 
*Exors. of Simpson, Railway Banks, : 
Manors, Newcastle. : Pe 
: Newcastle-on-Tyne.—29 houses at  Cliftonville- an 
av., etc. Wilson & Wilson, architects, 128, 66 ALBION ” 
Grainger-st., Newcastle: *J. McEwan, 20, ex! 
R Croftsway, Newcastle-on-Tyne. , 6: 
Northampton.—103. houses at Spencer and St. 46: 
David’s _ estates: *Northampton Master the 
are now members of the Builders’ Association, £100,470. 
FH ne nots Yee <— 8 vs ei S ae tee 
rigley, eakley ngham, t a) 
Mellor-st., Radcliffe. N he | iy E A 
RA 5 N s. ag —64 tenons a Grenve quinie, tee ot PAT E T G dit 
organ, *Moston Brick an uild- . . 
’ ing Co., Ltd., Kenyon-la., Moston, Manchester The ideal hinge for stormproof ha 
me iS ie casement windows. Specially : 
arborough.—38 houses at arrowcli 
estate, for T.C.; *Mollekin Bros., £35,565. designed for EJMA standard to 
Stalybridge.—Additions to works, Bennett-st., joinery—and constructed to give pre 
for Futura Rubber Products, Ltd.: *J. Wheat- ample clearance room to clean we 
2 Pega Albion Saw Mills, Mottram-rd., Staly- outside of windows from with: wa 
Boy agrr neners_9f Onokeeenly Wi for Simple ‘fitting on bench—no ony 
-D.C. Anthony Steel & Owen ¢ ogan- . page : 
chbrs., Bowlalley- la., Kingston-upon-Hull. Cufting © away inexpensive. wh 
Specification by Rex Procter & Miller, 18, Queen- Illustrations, etc., sent on request. 
sq., Leeds '2: *F. Bilton, Ltd., 87, Wincolmlee, sta 
} $ Kiiigston-upon-Hull, £21,598 ALBION JOINERY WORKS LTD. fac 
t epresentative 
The Largest Truly Rep = Old Oak C l of 
Organisation in the Industry. Willesden 4.W.10 the 
HARDWOOD ||” ——™ " 
It 
Lo 
SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. FLOORING BRONZE METAL . 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. WORK FOR ime 
32 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. anes — 
® B ’ cas 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 S “a 
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"Phone or write: 
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Secretary: le” Patent . 

| Q'S «ai-pume” Ventilator hal 

23, Compton Terrace, Upper St.,N.1 Boy =, oe ps A rage Vv OPENING me 

Sint ICE ROBERT BOYLE & SON = cor 

The address of your Branch Secretary VENTILATING ENGINEERS 21, Bleomsbury Way pra 

will be forwarded: Emergency Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 LONDON, W.C.1 anc 

: 34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. ‘CROYDOK, SURREY BRADFORD & MANCHESTER iN 

has 

We 

rep 

~ GALBRAITH 4 

of 

BROTHERS * LIMITED “% 

the 

BUILDERS his 

Week by week CONTRACTORS 7 

/@ number oF she 

buildings res- & ENGINEERS ace 

us Con- of con 

tinues to grow. 7 

Consult us about your factory TO-DAY / CAMBERWELL 

HEAD OFFICE : a 

Ni E: G LU e, 34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 atti 

WwW & M LT D Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 

Station Works: KiNG JAMES ST, S.E./. (WAT5474,) : 





